
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTSPIEL 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Salzburger Festspiele / Salzburg Festival 
(held for 5 weeks starting, in late July) 

WHY THE SALZBURG FESTIVAL WASN'T CANCELED DURING PANDEMIC 

The Austrian music festival was one of the rare major festivals held with a live audience last year. With its Whitsun event, this 

is now year two of the "miracle of Salzburg." 

Getting the Mozart theater ready for the festival 

From May 21 to 24, the Sal I l ·g l·e,t al is putting on four opera evenings and four concerts, plus a film program for its event, held over 

Whitsun or Pentecost. 

All events will take place indoors, in concert halls filled at half capacity. Seating will be in a checkerboard pattern and medical FFP2 face 

masks are compuls01y for the audience at all times, even during the performance. In addition to a personalized ticket, visitors must present a 

valid, negative COVID-19 test certificate or proof of vaccination. 

Yet none of these COVID-19 protection measures can dampen the joy of the organizers: "We are finally playing in front of an audience again!" 

cheered festival director Cecilia Bartoli. "We can be on stage and perform again, it's a historic moment.'' 

Bartoli, too, will be performing in the oratorio IL tri01~fo de/ Tempo e del Disinganno (The Triumph and Time and Disillusion). Directed by 

Robert Carsen and conducted by Gianluca Capuano, the premiere of George Frideric Handel's masterpiece kicks off the festival's Whitsun 

program on May 21. 

The work reflects perfectly well the current zeitgeist, said Carson. After all, Handel's work is "about beauty, about time, about pleasure - but 

also about rethinking our own lives, which the pandemic has forced us all to do," the director said. 

Audiences can look fo1ward to Giacomo Puccini's Tosca and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's La clemenza di Tito. Stars include tenor Jonas 

Kaufmann and conductor Zubin Mehta, who recently celebrated his 85th birthday. 

Su, the same as usual - alrnosl. Which begs the question, why is such an event doable in Austria, but not yet in Germany? 

Helpful connections 

First of all, according to Jan Brachmann - a renowned Gem1an music critic and editor at the German daily newspaper Frankfurter 

Allgemeine Zeitrmy - the epidemiological situation in Austria is slightly m, ,r, · I,.'-•"< ha r "f..'!"llHl11 . 


