
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FESTSPIEL 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

Salzburger Festspiele / Salzburg Festival 
(held for 5 weeks starting, in late July) 

SALZBURG FESTIVAL DIRECTOR: ARTS ARE INDISPENSABLE 

The Siemens Festival Night was an outdoor event for 'everyman' 

Every area of life has its right to existence, be it air travel or riding on a train. Borders are open, people are traveling, going to restaurants, 

staying at hotels. Industry, offices and ministries are open for business. 

But some schools, universities and cultural establishments are still shut down or have reduced operations. That's not only a horrible state of 

affairs. it's dangerous. Humanistic education and culture are being treated as though they were superfluous - not just the Salzburg Festival, 

but also the mid-sized, small and smallest cultmal entities. 

It should be clear that an arts experience is the human experience. These incredibly great gifts to mankind: a Mozart, a Schubert, a 

Shakespeare! - we have to be cognizant what it means if we treat them negligently or find them dispensable. The arts are indispensable! Lose 

them, and you lose them forever. That's the danger we face. 

Would the festival survive a second coronavinis season, or at least be able to maintain standards? 

I think it would be very difficult to make another such summer possible. This one was difficult enough. But long-term, it's nearly impossible. 

The festival is an organization that depends on ticket sales. Less than one-fourth of the budget is covered by public funds. In a normal year, 

more than 70% of our budgetary needs are brought in through ticket sales. This year, we wanted to make a statement. We always knew that 

there would be absolutely no financial advantage to it. 

As you said, everything you did has been closely watched. Have you recor·ded and documented it all? 

Yes, everything has been written down and collected. This summer witl1 its 76,500 visitors will go dmvn in Salzburg Festival history. It will all 

be documented, maybe in two, three or five years. 


