
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL SEPTEMBER 

,,Bei uns ist immer etwas los!" 

ROTHENBURGER REICHSTADT FESTTAGE / 

IMPERIAL CITY FESTIVAL IN ROTHENBURG OB DER TAUBER 
(festival celebrates the history of the town during the first week of September every year) 

On May 15, 1274 began the 

unstoppable rise Rothenburgs with the 

elevation to the "free imperial city" by 

king Rufolf of Habsburg. In order not 

to forget the glorious times since then, 

the citizens of Rothenburg decided 

annually on the first weekend in 

september to celebrate the Reichsstadt 

festivities. In addition to many 

historical groups from different eras, 

numerous groups enrich the cityscape. 

After the festival performance, witness 

a brilliant firework display over the 

Tauber valley, which is to 

commemorate the "burning city" in 

1631. 

Reichsstadt-Festtage (The Imperial City's Festival) 

The second weekend in September is once more dedicated to the history 
of the city. It commences with a torchlight procession of those taking part 
in the historical festival on Friday evening as they begin their march from 
the Tauber Valley up into the city and to the Market Place. On the 
following day in the afternoon, the people of Rothenburg offer their 
guests scenes from the town's historic past over a period of seven 
centuries in the streets and lanes of the to~ and on its squares. In the 
evening, there is a firework display and illuminations which are to recall 
the bombardment of the city in former times. On Sunday, the festival 
goes on throughout the day and once more includes the 'Meistertrunk' 
performance and the Shepherds' Dance described above. 

Fr. 06.09. 18:00 o'clock: Long Night of 

the "The Master Draught" at the town 

hall 

Sa. 07.09. 18.00 o'clock: The historical 

play "The Master Draught" at 

emperor's halVtown hall 

-
The entire history of the 

town will be brought alive by approximately a thousand participants; 
each group represents a certain period or a special profession of past 
days. 

Locals and tourists alike gather for 3 days and over 1000 participants take part in re-enacting scenes from the 

past . The festival itself is a feast for all the senses - the smell of roasting chestnuts, the sizzle of flames, horses galloping through the centre of town carrying 

knights, folk song, dancing and magnificent fireworks glittering above this ancient town. 


