
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FASCHING und 
KARNEVAL 

ROSENMONTAG 

WAS 1ST ROSENMONTAG? (WHAT IS ROSE MONDAY?) 

Montag (Monday): Rosenmontag (Rose Monday) 

The Rhineland Rosenmontagumzug 
(Rose Monday Parade) is an event broadcast each year on 
German television, similar to the Macy's Thanksgiving parade 
in New York. It features colorful floats with caricatured figures 
mocking local and national politicians and other personalities 
or events. 

Rose Monday is the dimax of the Rhineland carnival, with huge parades held in n the cities of Cologne, Dusseldorf and 
Mainz. Millions of people line the streets singing, dancing or just rocking too and fro . The day is not an official public 

holiday, but few people are expected to show up at work or school. 
The parades feature floats that poke satirical fun at politicians and their policies or otherwise comment on the issues of 

the day. Costumed musicians, dance troupes and mounted guards are also part of the fun. 

Rosenmontag 

The traditional Saturnalian highpoint of Karneval, named not after roses, but rasen, the German term 
for what the British call "going on a bender." The centres of the Rhine cities get very crowded, and 
very sexually charged, usually by mid-morning. The drug of choice is Feigling, the fig-based liquor 
that is only drunk in a mood of desperate celebration, and the costumes are often quite suggestive. 
Put it this way - a lot people don't come out for the parades with the satirical floats. 

On the following days, there are parades in the street 
organized by the local carnival clubs. The-highlight of the carnival period however is Rose Monday 
(Rosenmontag). Although Rose Monday is not an official holiday in the Rhineland, in practice most 
public life comes to a halt and almost all workplaces are closed. 

The next highlight is Rose Monday: Marching bands, dancers, and floats parade down the streets, throwing confetti, sweets, and toys. The elaborate floats 

often show caricatured figures mocking politicians and other personalities. 
Thousands of dressed-up Germans are flocking the streets every year to watch this spectacle. 

The Monday following Women's Carnival is called Rose Monday (Rosenmontag). This day marks the 
peek of Carnival season, with 11: 11 a.m. as the official kick-off time for the popular parades. With 
excitement and anticipation, people line up along main street to wait for the parade to pass by. The 
floats are works of art portraying a variety of themes and usually focus on what's happening in the 
world; for example, one float may make fun of a contemporary governmental leader or recent political 
event. After the parade wild and free-roaming marchers dressed in crazy costumes (Narrenkostfunen) 
gather in the side streets to continue the celebration. Bars stay open through the early hours of 
morning, and the spirit of Carnival reigns in the streets and public squares, in offices and at home, and 
above all in places for dancing and drinking. To accompany this great fun, street vendors offer simple 
German fare to keep Carnival enthusiasts happy. On every corner one can buy fresh pretzels, hot 
sausages (Bratwurst) or Krapfen, the German answer to donuts, and enjoy mugs of hot-spiced wine 
(Gluhwein) which helps the Carnival crowd stay warm. 


