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KARNEVAL 

ROSENMONTAG 

WAS 1ST ROSENMONTAG? (WHAT IS ROSE MONDAY?) 

Rose Monday is the highpoint of the Carnival celebration. 

1. Rose Monday is a day of parades throughout the country. 
• There are bands, floats, uniforms, balloons, and streamers. 
• Revelers have to get where they like it, although it hurts the first thing in the 

morning , and the party moves into the backstretch. 
• There is usually a flask of Schnaps to keep out the chill. 
• There's a kiss for the policeman at the barrier. 

2. The parades are similar to the American Thanksgiving and New Year's Day parades. 
• In the big cities, political satire is directed at state and federal politicians. 
• In the country towns and villages, the humor is always blunt and gets across 

its local civil complaints. 
• The processions attract many hundreds of thousands of people from 

Germany and their neighbors. 
• Fancy dress is the rule of the day for marchers and spectators. It doesn't 

come off until the early hours of Tuesday morning. 
-

Rose Monday parade floats poke fun at politicians 
and the issues of the day, like this one in DOsseldorf aimed at bankers. 
Sooty Friday gained its name from an old custom according to which children daubed their faces with 
soot. Fewer festivities are held on this day. 

Rose Monday is the climax of the Rhineland Carnival, with huge parades held in n the cities of Cologne, 

DOsseldorf and Mainz. Millions of people line the streets singing, dancing or just rocking too and fro. The 
day is not an official public holiday, but few people are expected to show up at work or school. 

The parades feature floats that poke satirical fun at politicians and their policies or otherwise comment 

on the issues of the day. Costumed musicians, dance troupes and mounted guards are also part of the 
fun. 
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Karneval 
is especially popular Tn the big cities along the Rhine River. Mainz, Koeln 

and Duesseldorf are considered the citadels of Karneval. In those cities Mon
day, called "Rosenmontag" is a state Holiday. The parades along the Rhine 
River are usually very large and they are held on "Rosenmontag". There you 
will see huge floats depicting various events that took place during the year, 

usually with a lot of burlesque and satire. Also you will see the Karneval 
Prince and his Court in the center of the parade. This is the most popular of 
all the floats and literally tons of candies are thrown to spectators from this 

float. 
German TV usually broadcasts those parades all day long during the week

end. 

PARADE ON ROSE MONDAY 

The climax of Carnival with the big, official parade - A colourful spectacle 

with thousands of people in fancy dress. 


