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Kameva1 is not primarily a festival for-children, but children are 
not left out either. During the whole of the last week, kids run around 
in fancy dress and have their own parties, some of them elaborate af
fairs organized by the community. On Shrove Monday and Tuesday, 
schools often close down earlier than usual and on Ash Wednesday, 
start later. And adults in automobiles are advised to carry some spare 
cash with them in case they are held up by vampires and cowboys at 
red lights and asked to pay a Karneval duty. 

1 A highlight of the carnival events is the Karneval Sonntag or Rosen-
montag (Shrove Sunday or Monday) parade of elaborate fl.oats (often 
politically-inspired, particularly in Mainz), accompanied by masked 
jesters, bands of Fools, musicians, traditionally-costumed revelers 

I and odd-assorted decorated vehicles. These long and loud proces
sions, which can stretch for miles, move slowly through the streets, 
cheered on by thick crowds of spectators who grab for the candies 
thrown at them by the float-riders. 

When the Rose Monday festivities began in the early 19th century, the military customs of the 
unpopular Prussians were the target of ridicule. The first Rose Monday parade in Germany was 
held in 1823 in Cologne and was followed two years later by a parade in Dusseldorf and eventually 
one in Mainz in 1836. Since then~ parades have been held nearly every year and were only 
interrupted in times of war or emergency. 

Opinion is divided about the origin of the term Rose Monday. Some say it is derived from the 
Lower Rhine word rhosenmeaning dashing or romping. Others attribute it to Rose Sunday (Sunday 
Laetare). On that day in 1823, the organising committee in Cologne prepared for the masked 
parade in a general assembly. Sunday Laetare is actually in the middle of Lent, after carnival. Since 
the Middle Ages, it has been termed Rose Sunday since the Pope traditionally presents a golden 
rose to a worthy citizen on that day_ 

Rose Monday is the highlight of carnival, which depending on the regio~ is known as F astnacht or 
Fasching. Since the Middle Ages, the term Fasching has been used to denote the period between 
the feast of the Epiphany and Ash Wednesday on which Lent begins and lasts until Easter. 
Meanwhile, the start of the carnival season, which is also hailed as the "fifth season" of the year, 
begins in many regions at precisely 11: 11 am on the 11th of November. Fastnacht is celebrated 
mainly in Catholic regions of Germany. Huge parades are the exception in the Protestant north 
although children in northern German primary schools and kindergarten do celebrate Fasching and 
dress up for the occasion 


