
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

BUB- UND BETTAG / REPENTANCE DAY 
(Wednesday after the Day of National Mourning) 

1. BuB- und Bettag is a religious holiday and is known as a day of prayer and repentance. 

2. It is usually celebrated between November 18 and 22 and on the Wednesday after 
Volkstrauertag / Day of National Mourning and before the last Sunday of church year. 

3. It is a legal holiday in all states except for Bayern, where it is only observed in 
communities that have a predominantly Protestant population. 

In Bavaria, though the day of penance was abolished as a public holiday, it was kept as a day off 

from school - leaving parents in a bit of a rut. 

They do have a bit of help though. In spite of many childcare facilities remaining closed on 

Wednesday, some parishes in Bavaria offer bible days or organize excursions. Many municipal 

centres are open too. 

More and more companies have also recognized the issue and have been organizing children's 

programmes on Repentance Day. The children of employees of the ministry of education and 

cultural affairs in Bavaria are invited to go climbing and the state's justice ministry offers a judo 

course or a visit to a fire brigade. 

It will also be rather quiet in the south of Germany on Wednesday not only because prayer and 

worship services will be held all over Bavaria, but because dancing from 2am until midnight and 

sporting events are banned. Strict fines of up to €10,000 could be imposed if these laws are broken. 

Still, the laws in most of the other German states including in Bavaria cite religious obligations and 

st ate that workers are entitled to take time off on Repentance Day if they wish to do so. 

Regulations are also slightly different in Berlin; Protestant students in the capital city can decide for 

themselves whether or not to attend school on the day of prayer. 


