
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

BUB- UNO BETTAG I REPENTANCE DAY 
(Wednesday after the Day of National Mourning) 

1. BuB- und Bettag is a religious holiday and is known as a day of prayer and repentance. 

2. It is usually celebrated between November 18 and 22 and on the Wednesday after 
Volkstrauertag I Day of National Mourning and before the last Sunday of church year. 

3. It is a legal holiday in all states except for Bayern, where it is only observed in 
communities that have a predominantly Protestant population. 

The Day of Prayer and Repentance (Buss- und Bettag) is a public holiday in the state of Saxony, Germany. It is on 

the last Wednesday before November 23 and 11 days before the start of Advent. It is an occasion for Protestant 

Christians to pray or reflect on quiet thoughts. -------------------

Local names 
Name I language 

sur..- und Bettag German 

Repentance Day English 

Day of Prayer 
and Repen!ance _. 

D ays of prayer and repentance have prob
ably been in existence as long as there 
have been religions. The days of repent
~ce usually had concrete causes, e.g. a 
famine, a natural disaster, an epidemic, or 
a war. It was always when people experi
enced utmost distress and hardship that 
tog~ther they turned to their_ Gods to avert 
their presumed wrath and to beg for their 
help. It was asked by the people and its 
leaders by which wrongdoings the divine 
wrath had been aroused. At the same 
time, through a renewal of the human 
togetherness and the reconciliation with 
God , the crisis was to be averted. Thus, 
days of repentance always had besides a 
religious also a political character. 

The Wednesday before "Totensonntag" is the Protes
tant holiday of "BuB- und Bet tag" (repentance day). In 
church services, the faithful are asked to contemplate 
and orientate their conduct to the m oral laws of the 
Christian ch urch. As a general holiday with a specific 
date repentance day did not come to the fore until the 
19th and 20th centuries; previously, ir was observed at 
different dates w hich were often fixed by the territorial 
rulers. Hardly any folk custOms developed on rep,en
tance day. But even today, there is almost no dance mu
sic played on this day. 

In the Occident , repentance days have 
been known since Theodosius the Great 
(4th Century A.D .). In the Catholic 
Church , every Friday (without being a spe
cial holiday) is one. Very important as a 
day of repentance is Ash Wednesday. 

Since the beginning of the 20th Century, 
the Protestant Church - following the con-
ference of of 1852 - observes the 
Day of tance uniformly 
on the the last Sunday 
of the itential cere-
monies the 
Church t Sunday). 
The Day , by the 
way, is a legal y in Germany_. _ 


