
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

The parish ~ rder for the New Church in Regensburg states that the Reformation of the city is to be observed the first 

Sunday after October 15, every year. This document may be from 1567, however the dating is uncertain. The 1569 church 

order in Pomerania states that the Reformation was to be observed on St. Marti~ ar, which falls on November 11. The 

hundredth anniversary of the Reformation, celebrated throughout the Protestant areas of Germany, was observed from 

October 31 to November 1, 1617, but a standard annual observance began much later, sometime after the two hundredth 

anniversary commemoration in 1717. 

A Brief History Of Germany's 
Reformation Day 

Every year on October 31, five German states 
come together to celebrate Reformation Day. With 
the country's tumultuous and nuanced history, 
one might be wondering just which reformative 

event is being celebrated, or why only about a 
third of the country is celebrating. Intended to 

answer these questions and more, here is a brief 

history of Germany's Reformation Day. 
Reformation Day is an official public holiday observing 

the Protestant Reformation, as enacted by the German 

monk, Martin Luther. Specifically, Germany's 

Reformation Day marks the anniversary of the day when 

he nailed his famous 95 Theses to the door of the 

church in Wittenberg in 1517. He did so on the eve of All 

Saints Day, which falls on November 1st, because he 

knew that many people would be congregating at the 
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abolishing the sale of indulgences as a means of 

seeking absolution for sins. In Luther's day, it was widely 

known that the money was used to fund renovations on 

St. Peter's Basilica in Rome, which illustrates just how 


