
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31 . Oktober- REFORMATIONSTAG 

Reforillation Day 
On the 31st of October ("Reformationstag"), the 

Protestant church remembers the day in 1517 when 

Luther nailed his famed theses at the door of the Wit

tenberg castle church, thereby starting the Reforma

tion. The sermons on the following day are dedicated 

to the memory of this event. 

Reformation Day in Germany 

Reformation Day is a public holiday in five states in Germany on October 31 each year to remember the religious Reformation in Europe. 

It commemorates when German monk and theologian Martin Luther's proposals were nailed on the doors of a church in 1517. This event 

was the start of religious and social changes in Europe. 

October 31 is the date of the annual Reformation Day holiday in Germany. Due to 2017 being the 

500th anniversary of the reformation, Germany will have a one-off nationwide holiday on October 

31, 2017. Usually, the holiday is recognised in only five German states. 

Reformation Day is a frotestant Christian religious holiday celebrated on October 

31, alongside ~ Hallows' Eve (Halloween) during the triduum of AIJ.hallowtide, in 

remembrance of the onset of the Reformation. 

Traditionally, 31 October 1517 is widely held to be the day German monk Martin Luther 

nailed his Ninety-five Theses on the door of the All Saints' Church in Wittenberg, 

Electorate of Saxony in the Holy Roipan Em ire. Historians and other experts on the 

subject argue that Luther may have chosen All Hallows' Eve on purpose to get the 

attention of common people, although this has never been proven. Available data 

suggests that October 31 was when Luther sent his work to Albert _of Brandenburg, the 

Archbish_2p of Mainz. This has been verified; nowadays, it is regarded as the start of the 

Reformation alongside the unconfirmed nailing of the Ninety-five Theses to All Saints' 

Church's door on the same date. 

The holiday is a significant one for both Lutheran and Calvinist churches, although 

other Protestant communities also tend to commemorate this day. The Catholic Church 

recognized it only recently, and often sends its official representatives in ecumenical 

SJ>iri! to various commemoration events held by Protestants. It is lawfully and officially 
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recognized in some states of Gennanx and sovereign countries of Slovenia and Chile. In addition, countries like 

Switzerlan~ and Austria provide specifics in laws pertaining to Protestant churches, while not officially proclaiming it a 

nationwide holiday. 


