
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

Background 
Martin Luther was a monk, theologian and religious reformer. Many people also see him as the "Father of Protestantism". During his life, he became 

disenchanted with the power that the Catholic Church had over people's lives. He was particularly concerned about the sale of indulgences. 

Indulgences are documents issued by the Catholic Church to grant full or partial pardon of sins. They are usually issued after prayer and good works. 

However, indulgences were also sold to finance projects sponsored by the Catholic Church around the 1500s. To express his concerns, Martin Luther nailed 

written works, known as The 95 Theses, on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 1517. In doing this, he started the 

Reformation. 

The Reformation period started in Europe, particularly in Germany, in 1517 CE and ended around 1648 CE. It was a time of large religious and social 

changes. The Catholic Church's power and its role in mediating between the word of God and the general population were attached and many new 

Christian movements ~volved . 

On 31 October 1517, German theologian Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the Wittenberg 

Castle Church door. In doing this, he denounced the medieval ways of the church. His actions 

brought upon an international discourse that paved the way for the Protestant Reformation. 

Many significant social and religious shifts followed Luther's actions. The Reformation era started in 

1517 and stopped around 1648. Because Luther publicly spoke against the church, the Pope 

excommunicated him. Luther responded to the excommunication by escaping to Thuringia's 

Wartburg Castle. He posed as a monk there and focused on the challenge of making a German 

translation of the Bible. His goal was to give more people the opportunity to read it. 

When Germans celebrate Reformation Day each year, they remember and acknowledge Europe's 

religious reformation. Some Germans go to church services on Reformation Day. Some Germans 

take off from work to enjoy the company of friends and family members. Many Germans even use 

the holiday as a chance to go to attractions in nearby nations such as Switzerland, Poland and 

Austria. Legal status 

It is a civic holida in the German sta~ s of Brandenbur_g, Mecklenbur__&:_V<?EE_om!_Il~rn, Saxony, §~Q_n_y-An_!?.alt and 

Thuringia. Slovenia celebrates it as well due to the profound contribution of the Reformation to that nation's cultural 

development, although Slovenes are mainly Roman Catholics. With the increasing influence of Protestantism in hatin 
Am~ca (particularly newer groups such as various Evangelical Protestants, Pentecostals or Charismatics),(321 it has been 

declared a national holiday in Chil_e in 2009. 

Significance 
It is celebrated among various Protestants, especially by Luth~ran and Reformed churches. Due to ecumenical 

mo~~ments, some other Christian groups tend to acknowledge or co-participate in church services celebrating the 

Reformation Day. That includes the Roman Catholic Church, as well as various Protestant denominations that are neither 

Lutheran nor Reformed, i.e. lack a connection to religious events of the 16th century Europe. 

In the United States churches often transfer the holiday, so that it falls on the Sunday (called Reformation Sunday) on 

or before October 31, with All Saints' Day moved to the Sunday on or after November 1. 


