
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL GESCHICHTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

PROTESTANT REFORMATION (1517 to 1648) 

End of the Reformation and its legacy 

There is no urnversal agreement on the exact or approximate date the Protestant Reformation ended. Various interpretations emphasize 

different dates, entire periods, or argue that the Reformation never really ended. However, there are a few popular interpretations that 

are used by large groups of observers. 

• Historically, the Peace of Westphal~ is considered to be the event that ended the Reformation. This is the most commonly held 
interpretation; 

• According to other historical interpretation, the Reformation could truly be considered to have ended in the middle 18th century, as 
the Peace of Westphalia did not specify, nor did it mean that it concluded; that is around time the First Great Awakening (1730-
1755) took place. People who hold this interpretation often argue that the emergence of Pietism prolonged the Reformation up to 
this point; 

• Some argue that the Reformation never ended as new groups have splintered from the Catholic Church (e.g., Old Catholics, Polish 
National Catholic Church, etc.), as well as all the various Protestant churches that exist today. No group splintering from the 
Catholic Church since the 17th century has done so on the basis of the same issues animating the Protestant Reformation, 
however. 

Thirty Years' War: 1618-1648 

The Reformation led to a series of re!!_gious wars that culminated in the ThiJ!y Years' 

War (1618-1648), which devastated much of Germal!y, killing between 25% and 40% of 

its entire population.£521 Roman Catholic House of Habsbu~g and its allies fought 

against the Protestant princes of Germany, supported at various times by Denmark, 

Sweden and France. The Habsburgs, who ruled Spain, Austria, the ~.Q._wn of Bohemi~, 

Hungary, Slovene I:_ands, the ~panish Netherlands and much of Germany and Italy, 

were staunch defenders of the Roman Catholic Church. Some historians believe that the 

era of the Reformation came to a close when Roman Catholic France allied itself with 

Protestant states against the Habsburg dynasty. For the first time since the days of 

Martin Luther, political and national convictions again outweighed religious convictions 

in Europe. 

Two main tenets of the Peace of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years' War, were: 

Treaty of Westphalia allowed Calvinism 
to be freely exercised 

• All parties would now recognise the Peace of A~~b~g of 1555, by which each prince would have the right to determine the religion 
of his own state, the options being Roman Catholicism, Lutheranism, and now Calvinism (the principle of cuius reg_io, eius rel[g_io). 

• Christians living in principalities where their denomination was not the established church were guaranteed the right to practice their 
faith in public during allotted hours and in private at their will. 

The treaty also effectively ended the Papacy's pan-European political power. Pope Innocent X declared the treaty "null, void, invalid, 

iniquitous, unjust, damnable, reprobate, inane, empty of meaning and effect for all times" in his bull Zelo Domus Dei. European 

sovereigns, Roman Catholic and Protestant alike, ignored his verdict. [531 


