
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

Reformation Day commemorates the efforts /hat theologian Martin 

Luther made towards religious and social changes. 

Reformation Day commemorates the efforts that theologian 

Martin Luther made towards religious and social changes. 

The Luther Decade? This refers to the period up to 2017, the year that will mark the 500th anniversary 

of the "big bang" of the Reformation, Luther's legendary nailing of his theses to the door of Wittenberg's 

Schlosskirche. In those 95 Theses, Luther denounced the Roman Church's sale of indulgences - and 

criticized the conditions that prevailed at the time with pertinent references to the Bible. The posting of 

the theses took pace on 31 October, Reformation Day, which is a public holiday in the mainly Protestant 

central German states of Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia. 

Holidays are always welcome everywhere, even in more secular times. And if traders then sell a tasty 

morsel called a Reformation Roll, as they do in Wittenberg, then this is also very welcome. But what 

does Reformation actually mean? And what does it mean today? These are topics which the 

Reformation Decade will be devoting attention to - and not just for the tourist industry, which already 

brings welcome revenue to the citizens of Wittenberg, Eisleben and Eisenach. 

What Do People Do? 
Many members of the Lutheran and some Reformed Churches, attend special church 

services to mark the anniversary of Martin Luther's proclamation. Other people have a day 

off work to spend time with family or friends. 

Many people use the day to shop or visit attractions in countries, such as Austria, Poland or 

Switzerland, as these countries are close to the German states. They also celebrate 

Reformation Day as a public holiday. 

Public Life 
Reformation Day is a public holiday in a number of German states including: Brandenburg, 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia. In these states, post 

offices, banks, stores and other businesses are closed. 

Stores in some tourist areas may be open and stores at railway stations, airports and along 

highways are usually open. Public transport schedules vary depending on where one lives 

or wants to travel. This event is not a public holiday in the rest of Germany. 


