
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL GESCHICHTE 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

PROTESTANT REFORMATION (1517 to 1648) 
emperor at Worms m 1521, and declared 
heroically that he could (not) or would not 
recant, he risked life and limb in spite of 
an imperial Schutzbrief (safe conduct). 
Another reformer, Johan Hus of 
Bohemia, had also agitated against 
Rome was given safe conduct guarantees 
to attend the Council at Constance 
(Konstanz) but was nevertheless seized 
and burnt at the stake in 1415 by a 
predecessor of the Kai~_er sitting in 
judgement on Luther at Worms in 1521. 
By the way, Johan Hus is the founder of 
the Moravian Brethren Movement, which 
became so well-known in America for 
their good work amongst the Indians. 
Bethlehem in Pennsylvania, Schoen
brunn-Gnadenhuetten in Ohio, Winston
Salem, North Carolina, etc. are their 
towns. Maehrische Brueder (Moravians) 
are the most music-minded of the German 
Protestant sects. An area in North 
Carolina is named Wachovia, an 
adaptation of Wachau in Germanic 
Maehren or Moravia, where many of the 
faithful came from. Sometimes they are 
called Herrenhuter, becau_se some of their 
ieaders came from the communal
religious settlement in Saxony. Count 
Ludwig von Zinzendorf (1700-60) was 
their most prominent leader. 

'l'he invention in 1450 of the printing 
press by Johannes Gutenberg of Mainz, 
a llowed faster and much wide r 
distribution of ideas, dogmas, tracts and 
books. What radio and television are 
doing to religion today, the printing 
presses were doing in Europe then. Yet, 
there are reasons why Lutherism did not 

become th,e National Church in Germany. 
First of all, it was the rulers who were 
empowered to decree what their subjects 
are to believe. In addition, the changing to 
a religion and later on recanting because 
of threats by counter-reformists 
prevented in some areas any 
solidification of the new creed. As a 
whole, Northern Germany became 
Lutheran, while Habsburg-Austria and 
the South German states remained 
Catholic. During the frightful Thirty 
Years' War, this division became evident, 
and again during the wars for unification 
in 1866, when Lutheran Prussia battled 
Austria; and its South German allies for 
unification of the splintered Reich. My 
own grandfather was shot in the left knee 
when he fought with the Wuerttemberg 
(Swabian) forces against Prussians at the 
short but decisive battle of Tauber
bischofsheim. He was crippled for life. In 
1871, Chancellor Bismarck finally 
created the so-called Kleinreich during 

the Franco-Prussian war, excluding 
mostly Slavic, Magyar and Latin Austria. 
To the painful surprise of both Austria, 
and France, the recent enemies of 
Prussia, the South German states, sided 
with Prussia against France. This 
coalition was not based on religion, but on 
politics. 

The reformation meant thattoday there 
are about seventv million Lutherans in 
the world, split ·up into many synods, 
some of them total fundamentalists with 
little liking for less fundamental synods. 
There are about eight million Lutherans 
in the United States. 

It is sad to observe that the reformation 
became intolerant toward others. In the 
Germanic areas, Mennonites were 
harassed or executed, as is so vividly 
reported in the Martyrer Spieg, printed at 
Ephrata (Pennsylvania) cloisters in 1770. 
The intolerance grew into Holocausts 
in France, where W aldensians (Valois) 
and Hµgenots were persecuted, ~n<1 in 
1572, thotisands slaughtered like cattle 
during the infamous Bartholomaeu$ 
Night in Paris, France. Remember the 
Salzburgers? They also had to suffer and 
thousands were forced to leave Catholic 
Austria for other lands. Some of them 
settled in Prussia, more went to the 
American Colonies where they became 
prominent and respected in Southern 
areas. I have a letter from the pastor of the 
church in Plains, Georgia (where ex
President Carter hails from) stating that 
the church there was founded by 

· Salz burgers. The wonderful religionists 
in Pennsylvania, Indiana, Idaho, 
Canada, Ohio, etc. (Amish, Mennonites, 
Brethren, Hutterites, etc.) are the 
descendants of those whom Protestants 
of all sorts, and Catholics had driven from 
Europe. (About the Salburgers read 
Goethe's "Hermann und Dorothea" for a 
word picture.) 

The horrible Bauernkrieg (.l:'eas:.:mts 
War) 1524-25, caught Luther in a 
dilemma. At first he sided with th~ 
peasants in their demandsfor justice and 
decency, but harshly condemned them 
later on when they committed many 
atrocities, as did those who opposed them, 
mainly the princelings who had hired 
trained Landsknechte (Mercenarios) to 
suppress the revolt. The condemnation by 
Luther damaged his reputation, and it 
influenced many against him when he 
needed support and followers. Also it did 
not help popularize Lutherism in 
Germany then, and again not when from 
1630 onward, the Swedish King Gustav 
Adolph and h;is soldiers intervened and, 

as others, devastated and plundered 
helpless Germany. The Swedes, allied 
with anti-German France, claimed to 
have come to aid the Protestants of 
Germany against the Austrian-Spanish 
Hapsburgs. Many German Lutherans 
feared these Swedish "friends" more than 
the flapsburg soldateska. 

The restitution efforts of the Catholic 
powers brought additional sufferings, 
when undeser-ved punishment was meted 
o-ut to Protestants. The infamous 
inquisition also caused untold misery and 
sufferings for "Ketzer" or religious 
dissidents... F.ro.m.1871-$7 .. Reichs_l_rnnzler 
Bismarck fought againsf the Vatican 
(Kulturkampf) ,trying to· take from the 
church certain rights and functions, such 
as control of schools, mar riages, 
meddling in politics from pulpits, etc. It 
was-a smallish revolt which largely failed 
after 16 years of strife and recriminations. 
Bismarck had really hoped for a National 
Church, away from Rome, as did Hitler 
followers in 1934, ·with their-Deutsche 
Kirche, a ~rotestant church, wholly 
German and accepting the Hitler 
ideology. It, too, failed, 

Dr. Martin Luther was a man of many 
contradictions. He suffered from 
abdominal pains, perhaps epilepsy·, and 
was forever troubled by doubt and 
questions about religion. During a severe 
electrical storm he seemed to have had a 
vision which caused him to change his 
course in life, and turn toward God and 
seek salv11tion by grace through faith, an 
attitude he had borrowed from Apostle 
Paul. Today, he would find few 
religionists who would risk what he did to 
prevail. 1iV'hen, in 1517, he nailed his 95 
theses to a church door in Wittenberg, he 
had stepped across the line and had 
challenged the awesome power of Rome. 
Matters became worse, when he publicly 
burned the papal bull, declaring him a 
rebel and apostate. After the appearance 
at the Reichstag at Worms, Luther was, as 
arranged, abducted on his way home by 
his Kurftirst and kept out of sight at the 
Wartburg, wherehewasknownasJunker 
Joerg. Si1,1ce this Joerg-Luther had been 
declared an. outlaw, anyone could arrest 
or kill, he was only safe in a place like tbe 
Wartburg. l-lere he translated the Biblt: 
into modern German, and thus created 
the language which we still use today and 
which from then ori made German 
literature possible. His writings are 
prolific an.d it takes many b.0o'lcsfo1coiiect 
them. -His wonderful . hymns are,.~~ · 
beautiful today as they were then. His 
greatest: "Eine :fes~e Burg ~t ~nser G,ott" ., 


