
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

Emperor Wilhelm II , who was the 

Supreme Governor of the 

Evangelical Church of Prussia 's 

older Provinces, and Empress 

Augusta Victoria after the 

inauguration of the Evangelical 

Church of the Redeemer in 

Jerusalem (Reformation Day, 

31 October 1898). 

499th anniversary 

On Reformation Day in 2016, Po. e Francis of the Catholic Church traveled to 

Sweden (where the Lutheran Church is the national Church) to commemorate 

the Reformation at Lund Cathedral, which serves as the seat for the Lutheran 

bisho of Lund.l14l An official press release from the Hol See stated:( 151 

The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Roman Catholic Church 

joint event will highlight the 50 years of continuous ecumenical 

dialogue between Catholics and Lutherans and the joint gifts of this 

collaboration. The Catholic-Lutheran commemoration of 500 years 

of the Reformation is structured around the themes of thanksgiving, 

repentance and commitment to common witness. The aim is to 

express the gifts of the Reformation and ask forgiveness for division 

perpetuated by Christians from the two traditions.[151 

An ecumenical service was presided over by Bishop Munib Younan, the 

president of the Lutheran World Federation, Martin Jung~, the General 

Secretary of the LWF, as well as Pope Francis, the leader of the Catholic 

Church.(161 Representatives from the Anglican Communion, Baptist World 

Alliance, Eastern Orthodox Church, and Salvation Army also participated in 

the predominantly Lutheran and Roman Catholic event.(17] Pope Francis, in a 

join statement with Bishop Munib A. Younan, stated that "With gratitude we 

acknowledge that the Reformation helped give a greater centrality to sacred Scripture in the church's life"J18l 

500th anniversary 

In 2017, 31 October will be a lawful holiday in all of Germany.(191 

In order to do this, German states which do not celebrate the 

Reformation Day annually have passed adequate legislation or 

made regulations. These states are Baden-Wiirttemberg,(20J 

Bavaria,(211 Berlin,(221 Bremen,[231 Hamburg,1241 Hessen,1251 

Niedersachsen (261 Nordrhein-Westfalen (27] Rheinland-Pfalz (281 
, ' ' 

Saarland(291 and Schleswig-Holstein.(30] 

In tlie United States, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America will be hosting an event to commemorate the 

Reformation in the Washington Nati,2n~ Cathedral in 

Washin~on, D.CJ31l Street advertising for 500 years of Reformation in 

Eisenach, Thuringia 


