
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

Centenary 

In 1617, the celebration of faith concentrated on Lutheran 

orthodoxy.l121 In early 1617, the Lutheran duke and elector John 

Geo!_~ I of Saxony received a politically delicate dispatch. The 

University of Wittenberg asked for permission to celebrate the 

memory of its former lecturer Martin Luther. The duke agreed and 

made the commemoration obligatory for all of Electoral Saxony. 

The worship services and sermons were, however, all prewritten 

and prescribed in detail and provided as a recommendation to 

other Protestant regional rulers as well. They did not want any 

trouble with the Catholics.1131 In the end, the Reformation was 

celebrated in 1617 in nearly all of the Protestant territories of the 

Holy Roman Empire, and members of the Protestant Union and 

oth.ers following its lead all celebrated together on the first Sunday 

in November. As Wolfgang Fliigel, an expert for Reformation 

jubilees and a researcher with the Society for Reformation History 

of the University of Halle-Wittenberg explains: "Competition and 

Print made for the 1617 Reformation Jubilee 
showing Luther enscribing the Theses on the 
Wittenberg church door with a giant quill 

crises were decisive in the realization and content of the 1617 celebrations." The historian Heinz Schilling speaks of 

"confrontation for the sake of preserving one's own identity". 

200th anniversary 

After the Thirty: Years' War ended in 1648, it made a horrendous impact, with observations in 1717 being largely anti

Catholic. 

300th anniversary 

1817 anniversary was largely nationalist in outlook, being impacted by some of the most important events in human 

history: the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars and political and territorial rearranging of Europe with the Congress 

of Vienna. 

400th anniversary 

1917 anniversary was held amidst the First World War. The theme of "German Luther" was rather silenced, marked by 

Germanophobia throghout the Anglo-Saxon world. In Germany, the anniversary was celebrated with nationalist elements. 


