
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

der 31. Oktober-REFORMATIONSTAG 

Anniversaries 

Ten years after the indulgences have been destroyed; in memory of this we both drink and are comforted at 

this hour. 
Martin Luther to a friend on November 1st, 1527 

1 Three hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Reformation, observed by the American Lutheran Church on 

October 31, 1867. God's word and Luther's doctrine pure shall to eternity endure. 

Inscription on medals made for the occasion in 1867 by the Lutheran Normal School at Addison, Illinois, 

United States - -- -

In Germany, with the Reformation only ending more or less around 1648, and continued Catholic-Protestant animosity all 

over Europe well into the early 20th century, almost all of the following Reformation anniversaries were tainted by anti

Catholi_cism and nationalism: in 1617, the celebration of faith concentrated on L_!!ther~ orthodoxy, and in 1717, too, the 

event focused on the liberation from the papal rule. Luther was celebrated as God's elected tool against the slavery of the 

new Roman Babylon. In 1817, the victory over Napoleon influenced the celebrations and lead to the anniversary's national 

orientation: Luther became the German hero and the ideal role model for the bourgeoisie; he was depicted time and again 

in festive parades and popular prints. The "German Luther" also drew wide attention in 1917 during the First World War 

when nationalist themes were still recurring; at the same time, serious research of Luther's theology gained increasing 

importance. 

When the Lutheran areas of West Germany celebrated the Reformation anniversary in 1967, 450 years after the posting of 

the theses, the event took place during an "ice age" in the relationship between the state and the church in East Germ~ny. 

This became clear through the attempt to secularise the Reformation with the concept of the "early bourgeois revolution" 

and through the pointed marginalisation of events organised by the church , for example by means of holding celebrations 

of the October Revolution at exactly the same time. In the Federal Republic of Germany there were only local celebrations, 

organised by the churches of the respective states. A central church event in Wittenberg on October 31, 1967, was held in 

order to keep up at least a pretence of an all-German Evangelical Church. 

50th anniversary 

According to some sources, Reformation Day has been commemorated since 1567. Exact dates for the holiday varied until 

after the two hundredth celebration in 1717 when October 31 became the official date of celebration in Germany and later 

expanded internationally.(10](11] 


