
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

REFORMATION DAY: 5 FACTS TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
OTHER OCTOBER 31 HOLIDAY 

4. Martin Luther Square 

In his own lifetime, Luther's relationship with the Catholic Church was not exactly amiable. Indeed , in 1521 the 

Church excommunicated the German monk for his writings. 

However, centuries later the Church seems to have mellowed on their sentiments, as a recent project to name a 

square in Rome after the Protestant Reformer received the blessing of none other than Vatican City itself. 

According to an August 2015 story from the National Catholic Reporter, a hilltop square near the Colosseum was 

named the Piazza Martin Lutero. 

"The move has been six years in the making, following a request made by the Seventh-day Adventists , a 

Protestant denomination," reported NCR. {https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/vatican-backs-plan-name

rome-square-martin-luther) 

"The original plan was to inaugurate the square in time for the 500th anniversary of Luther's historic trip to Rome 

in 2010." 

Far from opposing the move, the Reporter quoted a statement from Vatican spokesman the Rev. Ciro Benedettini 

expressing support for the naming of the square. 

"It's a decision taken by Rome city hall which is favorable to Catholics in that it's in line with the path of dialogue 

started with the ecumenical council," said Benedettini. {https://www.ncronline.org/news/spirituality/vatican-backs

plan-name-rome-sguare-martin-luther) 

5. Nearly 500 years old 

Next year wil l mark the quincentennial anniversary of when Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door and 

many are preparing many ways to observe the milestone. 

Since 2008, a tourist project in Thuringia has been overseeing the "Luther Decade," which puts an emphasis on 

sites within the German province that were relevant to the life of the Protestant leader. 

"Although Martin Luther nailed his famous theses to the door of the church in Wittenberg, Saxony-Anhalt, it is not 

possible to ignore Thuringia when considering Luther's life," noted their website. 

{http://www.christianpost.com/news/reformation-day-an-alternative-to-cultures-focus-on-the-darker-side-durinq

halloween-128770/#rgpOBiKPSewWKJH0.99) 

"It was here that he became a monk, translated the Bible into German and the place where the Schmalkaldic 

Articles were created, the most important basis of Evangelical Lutheran belief." 


