
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

REFORMATION DAY: 5 FACTS TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
OTHER OCTOBER 31 HOLIDAY 

"The 95 Theses were quickly distributed throughout Germany and then made their way to Rome. In 1518, Luther 

was summoned to Augsburg, a city in southern Germany, to defend his opinions before an imperial diet 

(assembly)," noted History. (http://www.history.com/topics/martin-luther and the 95-theses) 

"A debate lasting three days between Luther and Cardinal Thomas Cajetan produced no agreement. Cajetan 

defended the Church's use of indulgences, but Luther refused to recant and returned to Wittenberg." 

Soon enough, the movement spread throughout Europe, causing both violent upheaval, sweeping cultural 

change, and theological debates that continue to the present day. 

2. Varied dates 

While Luther's specific act that began the Reformation took place on Oct. 31, 1517, celebrations commemorating 

the action were not always performed and the dates do vary. 

"Officially, Reformation Day has been commemorated since 1567. Exact dates for the holiday varied until after 

the 200th celebration in 1717 when Oct. 31 became the official date of celebration in Germany and later 

expanded internationally," noted Got Questions. (https://qotquestions.org/Reformation-Day.html) 

"Within the Lutheran tradition, Reformation Day is considered a lesser holiday and is officially named 'The 

Festival of the Reformation.' Most Lutheran churches (and others who celebrate this day) commemorate it on the 

Sunday prior to Oct. 31 ." 

-
3. Different ways to celebrate 

So how does one celebrate Reformation Day exactly? Worship is the most obvious way of doing so, with 

congregations offering services either on the Oct. 31 or the Sunday before. 

Tom Macy, senior pastor at Faith Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, told The Christian Post in a 2013 interview that 

his congregation had a Reformation-themed service, which included singing Luther's most famous hymn , "A 

Mighty Fortress is Our God.'' 

"I often find an appropriate connection to acknowledge the importance of the Reformation as a return to biblical 

faithfulness," said Macy. (http://www.christianpost.com/news/churches-remembering-martin-luther-with

reformation-sunday-observance-107 4 71 /} 

"This Sunday, I am in 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 with the focus on temptation. No problem to find a connection to 

Luther's battle with temptation as expressed in 'A Mighty Fortress: And though this world with devils filled, should 

threaten to undo us,"' he told CP. 


