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HISTORISCHE FEIERTAGE IM JUNI 

President Reagan's Speech to Mikhail Gorbachev in Berlin 
(der 12. Juni 1987) 

"Tear down this wall!" (Berlin Wall) 
On June 12th 1987 US President Ronald Reagan gave a historic speech at the Berlin Wall in front of the 
iconic Brandenburg Gate, urging Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to "Tear down this waJI!" 

The wall was erected in 1961 to separate the communist, Russian-backed East from the democratic, western
supported West Berlin. 

East Germany's government described it as an "anti-fascist protective wall" - but its true purpose was to stop 
citizens of the German Democratic Republic fleeing to the West via the West Berlin exclave. 

Travel between the two halves of the city was strictly controlled and heavily restricted. Reagan used his speech 
to call on the Eastern Bloc to allow "the Eastern and Western parts of the city closer together." 

Reagan's visit in 1987 was his second in five years, and was originally meant to be an uneventful stop on the 
way back to the US from a G7 meeting in Venice. 

And he wasn't exactly a welcome guest. 

Over 50,000 west Berliners demonstrated against Reagan's visit the day before he arrived. The western district 
ofKreuzberg was locked down, with the Ul metro line being closed on the day of his arrival. 

Nevertheless, Reagan gave his stirring speech calling for freedom to return to Germany at 2pm - although it was 
from behind two panes of bulletproof glass to protect him from Eastern snipers. 

"We come to Berlin, we American presidents, because it's our duty to speak, in this place, of freedom," he 
began. 

He depicted tbe Berlin Wall as the visible symbol of the massive Iron Curtain of borders and armed forces that 
divided Europe through the Cold War, saying that ,,every man is a Berliner" when confronted with the evidence 
at the Brandenburg Gate. 

He called West Berlin "a city that once again ranks among the greatest on Earth" - in part thanks to the US 
Marshall Plan that helped rebuild Germany and Europe starting in 1947. 

Contrasting it w ith the moribund East Germany that surrounded it, he welcomed the budding changes in the 
Soviet Union that had followed Gorbachev's coming to power. 

"Now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be coming to understand the importance of freedom," he 
said. 

But the time was ripe for a further exhortation to change. 

"General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! 

' 

"Mr Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr Gorbachev, tear down this wall!" 

Looking out from the Reichstag building earlier in the day, Reagan said, he had seen graffiti - "crudely spray
painted upon the wall, perhaps by a young Berliner," reading "This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality." 

"The wall cannot withstand freedom," Reagan pronounced - and took the opportunity for a final jab at those 
who had demonstrated against his coming just the day before. --~ 


