
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL OSTERN 

STILLER SAMSTAG I QUIET SATURDAY 

Tag # 4: (1) name-Quiet Saturday I der stille Samstag, stiller Sam stag, Osterabend 
(2) customs and traditions: 
• Sataurday before Easter is a day of quiet joy and expectation before Easter 

Sunday, where all businesses and stores are closed *** 
• Superstition: Anyone who washes his hands on 'this day while the bells are 

ringing, is supposed to remain healthy throughout the year. 
• Easter bonfires are still built in many places on the eve of Easter Sunday. 

Easter Saturday 

Easter Saturday is most often a quiet day used to prepare for the Easter 
celebration. Many people use this day to plan and prepare for the Easter 
meals and to bake an Easter Lamb and/or Easter Bunny cake. It is also 
a day to color Easter eggs for the children's Easter egg hunt on Sunday. 

Easter bonfires are still built in many 
places on the eve of Easter Sunday. 

the Saturday before Easter Sunday, I recall my Bavarian 
Grandmother taking food to church. All of it was to be blessed by the minister; a portion of it was 
then taken back home and the rest left to be distributed to the poor. 

At night, the candle light service is a memorable time, a night watch in prayer, giving way to the 
jubilant resurrection morning, celebrating Christ's triumph over death, with candles, flowers, and the 
ringing of church bells. 

German children believe that if they are good, the Osterhase will lay a nest of colored eggs and hide 
them throughout the house. In the early 1800s, the first edible Easter bunnies were made in Germany 
from pastry and sugar. 

Each region has its individual traditions. Though Easter eggs are most often-brought by the Easter 
bunny, he is sometimes replaced by his wild counterpart, the hare. 

On t he Saturday before Easter some children make little nests of straw, moss or t wigs, known in Swabia as the "Bunny 
Garden" (Hasengartle), so that the Easter Bunny will know where to leave his eggs when he makes his deliveries 
during the night. One can also buy readymade baskets and artificial grass from most department stores in which to 
collect all the small chocolate eggs, chickens and hares, which are hidden on Easter Sunday morning. For all children 
t here is an exdting start to Easter morning as they set out to hunt for the small chocolate, marzipan, sugar or 
decorated hen's eggs that ha~e be~ hi~e!l either in the garden or inside the house, depending on the weather. 

Easter Saturday: 
Easter saturday is a great day to visit an open-air Easter market, where you can browse for artistically handcrafted Easter eggs, carved Easter decoration, 

and local arts and crafts. 
Stop by a German bakery for a special Easter t reat: a sweet cake in the shape of a lamb. 

on Saturday evening, regions in the north of Germany w ill light Easter bonfires, chasing away the dark spirits of winter and welcoming t he warm season. 


