
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

WEIHNACHTSLIEDER / CHRISTMAS SONGS 
song: das Lied, die Lieder 

Christmas song: das Weihnachtslied, die Weihnachtslieder 

,,SILENT NIGHT," A 200-YEAR-OLD CHRISTMAS TRADITION 

A scaled-back version 

The worldwide success of "Silent Night" is likely not only due to its catchy lyrics and fitting melody, but also to a bit of an evisceration. Of 

the original six verses, just three - the particularly atmospheric ones - caught on internationally. Even in the current Protestant choir book 

in Germany has only three lightly revised verses - although ordered differently than in the original below. 

Many in the English-speaking world know the words by heart, but we thought it might be in testing to look at the original. This direct 

translation, taken from the "Silent Night Society," aims "to provide the reader with a better understanding of the original German text." 

Verse 1 (Mohr's Verse 1): 

Silent night! Holy night! 

All are sleeping, alone and awake 

Only the intimate holy pair, 

Lovely boy with curly hair, 

Sleep in heavenly peace! 

Sleep in heavenly peace! 

Verse 2 (Mohr's Verse 6): 

Silent night! Holy night! 

To shepherds it was first made known 

By the angel, Alleluia; 

Sounding forth loudly far and near: 

J esus the Savior is here! 

Jesus the Savior is here! 

Verse 3 (Mohr's 2): 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, 0 how he smiles 

Love from your divine mouth, 

Possessed a musical sensibility: Franz 

Xaver Gruber 

Then it hits us - the hour of salvation. 

Jesus at your birth! 

Jesus at your birth! 

The other three verses were largely forgotten. Here are verses three and five from the original version: 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Which brought salvation to the world, 

From Heaven's golden heights, 

Mercy's abundance was made visible to us: 

Jesus in human form, 

Jesus in human form. 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Already long ago planned for us, 

When the Lord frees from wrath 

Since the beginning of ancient times 

A salvation promised for the whole world. 

A salvation promised for the whole world. 
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A window in the 'Silent Night Chapel' in Oberndorf depicts Josef Mohr 


