
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

WEIHNACHTSLIEDER / CHRISTMAS SONGS 
song: das Lied, die Lieder 

Christmas song: das Weihnachtslied, die Weihnachtslieder 

,,SILENT NIGHT," A 200-YEAR-OLD CHRISTMAS TRADITION 

One of the world's most beloved Christmas carols, "Silent Night" was written nearly two centuries ago, yet keeps 

resonating in Christmas festivities. 
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For millions of people around 

the world, "Silent Night" is an 

emblematic symbol of the 

festive Christmas spirit. 

According to a representative 

survey, it is - among Germans 

- the most beloved of 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

all Christmas carols. Here in 

Germany, the verses are sung 

near a decorated evergreen; 

in Africa, under the branches 

of palm trees. People in 

England may sing it under the 

mistletoe. The lilting melody 

sounds out from the glacial 

ice in Alaska through the rain 

forests of South America. An 

international classic, the song 

is sung in more than 300 

languages and dialects the 

world over. 
A musical team 

The original text, "Stille Nacht," was written in German in 1816 by assistant preacher Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) in Mariapfarr, a small 

village in the Lungau region of present-day Austria. That's according to a document written by Mohr himself which was not discovered 

until 1996. In 1817, when Mohr moved 100 kilometers to Oberndorf, a small village in the Salzach valley near Salzburg, he took the text 

with him. Oberndorfhad recently become a border town; the Salzburg region became a part of Austria, while the Berchtesgaden region was 

tapped to Bavaria. For the most part, the area was inhabited mainly by impoverished mariners and raftsmen. 

Mehr, who was deeply commited to social issues, got to know the village school teacher and organist Franz Xaver Gruber (1787-1863). 

They quickly discovered that iliey made a good team. Just before Christmas, they realized that the church organ no longer functioned. 

Years later, Gruber wrote that that was how the Christmas song came about. 

"It was on December 24, 1818 that the then-assistant priest Mr. Josef Mohr at the newly established St. Nicolas parish in Oberndorf 

handed a poem over to substitute organist Franz Gruber, requesting a fitting melody for two solo voices without choir but with guitar 

accompaniment." 

The new song thus sounded out during midnight Mass on December 24, 1818 - in a humble Christmas 

atmosphere. Mohr sang tenor and Gruber sang bass, both accompanied on guitar. Six verses were sung 

at that first performance - not just the three we are familiar with today. It is said that the premiere was 

a great success. 


