
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

HOW GERMANY INVENTED CHRISTMAS AS WE KNOW IT 

Though also of contested origins, the roots of the Christmas tree have also been traced back to 

Germany's very earliest days. Records have suggested that early German tribes decorated their 

homes with the evergreen branches of the fir tree during the mid-winter as a pagan ritual, looking 

hopefully forward to the next spring. 

Another popular story casts the Eisleben-born Martin Luther as the inventor, with the 16th-century 

Protestant reformer supposedly struck with inspiration after looking at the stars through evergreen 

trees on a walk home and being reminded of the light of Christ. Bringing a tree inside, he recreated 

the scene for his family by lighting candles on its branches. 

However the Christmas tree came into being, it proved a powerful symbol, quickly catching on 

across the world. British legend suggests that the German Prince Albert, husband to Queen Victoria, 

popularised Christmas trees among the middle classes of Britain after gifting one to his wife in 

1840. Others suggest that "Good Queen Charlotte", the German wife of George Ill, set one up in 

Windsor 40 years prior. By this time, the Christmas tree had already made its way across the 

Atlantic, with the Brandenburg-born Baroness Frederika Charlotte von Riesdesel supposedly 

erecting America's f irst in 1781. 

Germany's Christmas inventions 

Whether Martin Luther can be truly credited for the Christmas tree or not, we do have him to thank 

for the tradition of gift-giving on December 25th. Before around 1535, present-giving was usually 

reserved for January 6th- the feast day of St. Nicolas. 

As a Protestant with a healthy dose of suspicion for saints, he encouraged a shift December 24th or 

25th. A number of countries followed suit, but even today, some historically Catholic countries still 

do their present-giving on January 6th. We can also thank 16th century German Lutherans for the 

advent wreaths that adorn our doors during the festive period. 

In fact, it's difficult to think of any Christmas traditions or staples that don't have connections to the 

German-speaking world. Germans invented the advent calendar in the early 19th century, German 

chemist Justus Liebig is credited with the creation of baubles in 1870, and tinsel - whether you love 

it or hate it- was first conceived in Nuremberg in 1610. And though the figure of St Nicholas/Father 

Christmas/Santa Claus was not a product of Germany itself, his iconic look was first drawn during 

the American Civil War by cartoonist Thomas Nast: a German refugee to the country. 


