
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 
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"CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS IN GERMANY" 

CHRISTMAS IN GERMAN FAMILIES SINCE 1945 

No matter what Germans may think of the Christian origins of Christmas, they cannot 

imagine the event without their beloved Christmas tree. But over time, that tree has 

undergone quite a bit of change. 

Beloved Christmas tree 

Millious of Christmas trees are uow embellishing German living rooms. Whereas originally a simple fir tree was good enough, most customers now go for a 

uoble fir. There almost seems to be 110 limit to decorations - candles, stars, little figurines. Children's eyes fill witbjoy at the sight oftbe ornate tree on the 

evening of December 24- But Gennau Christmas hasn't always been so joyful. 

Christmas - no other event dating back to ancient times continues to evoke as much emotion 

among Christians as the birth of Jesus, who is regarded as the son of God in the Christian faith. 

More than 2000 years after his birth, the high holiday of Christmas continues to be a crucial 

tradition in Christian communities worldwide. 

The celebration of Christmas as we know it today has evolved over many centuries to a place 

whereby it is now inconceivable to celebrate Christmas without featuring its most recognized 

symbol: the Christmas tree. 

Historian and archaeologist Peter Knierriem says that it would be "highly unlikely" that people 

would ever do without the Christmas tree again. 

"Not as long as mankind continues to exist", Knierriem says. Knierriem is the head of the Museum 

Schloss Rochlitz in Saxony. Over the course of 20 years, he has conducted a great deal of research 

into the evolution of Christmas festivities. 

Knierriem predicts that the tradition of having an ornate tree will manage to establish itself in non

Christian regions that have never had anything to do with Christmas as well. 


