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PFINGSTEN I PENTECOST 

Pentecost is also the Greek name for Jewish Feast of Weeks (Shavuot), falling on 

the 50th day of Passover. It was during the Feast of Weeks that the first fruits of 
the grain harvest were presented (see Deuteronomy 16:9). New Testament 

references to Pentecost likely refer to the Jewish feast and not the Christian feast, 

which gradually developed during and after the Apostolic period. 

In the English speaking countries, Pentecost is also known as Whitsunday. The 

origin of this name is unclear, but may derive from the Old English word for "White 

Sunday," referring to the practice of baptizing converts clothed in white robes on 
the Sunday of Pentecost. In the English tradition, new converts were baptized on 

Easter, Pentecost, and All Saints Day, primarily for pragmatic purposes: people 

went to church these days. Alternatively, the name Whitsunday may have originally 

meant "Wisdom Sunday," since the Holy Spirit is traditionally viewed as the 
Wisdom of God, who bestows wisdom upon Christians at baptism. 

Pentecost (Ancient Greek: IlcvrrtKO<>Til [i\µtpa] , 
Pentekoste [hemera}, "the fiftieth [day]") is the Greek 
name for the Feast of Weeks, a prominent feast in the 
calendar of ancient Israel celebrating the giving of the 
Law on Sinai. This feast is still celebrated in Judaism as 
Shavuot. Later, in the Christian liturgical year, it became 
a feast commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ 
(120 in all), as described in the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-

31. [1] For this reason, Pentecost is sometimes described 
by some Christians today as the "Birthday of the 
Church". 

In the Eastern church, Pentecost can also refer to the 
whole fifty (50) days between Easter and Pentecost, 
hence the book containing the liturgical texts for 
Paschaltide is called the Pentecostarion. The feast is also 
called White Sunday, or Whitsunday, especially in 
England, where the following Monday was traditionally a 
public holiday. Pentecost is celebrated fifty days (i.e. 49 
days with the first day counted, seven weeks) after Easter 

Sunday, hence its name)2] Pentecost falls on the tenth 
day after Ascension Thursday ( which falls 40 days after 
Easter). 

The Pentecostal movement of Christianity derives its 
name from the New Testament event. 

Liturgical year 

Western 

• Advent 

• Christmastide 

• Epiphanytide 

• Ordinary Time 

• Septuagesima/Pre-Lent/Shrovetide 

• Lent 

• HolyWeek 

• Paschal Triduum 

• Eastertide 

• Pentecost 

• Ordinary Time/Kingdomtide 

Eastern 

• Nativity Fast 

• Christmastide 

• Ordinary Time 

• Septuagesima/Pre-Great Lent 

• Great Lent 

• Eastertide 

• Apostles' Fast 

• Orctinary Time 


