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PFINGSTEN I PENTECOST 

What is Pentecost Sunday (Whitsunday)? 
Pentecost History, Information, Prayers, Resources, Traditions, & More 

Pentecost Definition and Summary 

Pentecost, also known as Whitsunday, celebrates the birthday of the Church, 

when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles in the Acts of the Apostles. Pentecost 
is celebrated 50 days after Easter. 

Basic Facts About Pentecost 

Liturgical Color(s): Red 

Type of Holiday: Solemnity; Holy Day of Obligation 
Time of Year: 50 days after Easter 

Duration: One Day (or an entire octave in older custom) 

Celebrates/Symbolizes: The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on th~ Apostles and the 

founding of the Church 

Alternate Names: Whitsunday 
Scriptural References: Acts 2:1-11; The Book of Acts 

Introduction 

Pentecost, the 50th and final day of the Easter Season, celebrates the outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles in the book of Acts, ushering in the beginning 

of the Church. 50 Days after Jesus' resurrection (and 10 days after his 

Ascension), the apostles were gathered together, confused and contemplating 

their future purpose and mission. 

On the day of Pentecost, a flame rested upon the shoulders of the apostles and 
they began to speak in tongues (languages), by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus 

Pentecost is a time for many Catholics and other Christians to celebrate two 

important realities: the Holy Spirit and the Church. Pentecost has long been a very 
important feast in The Catholic and Orthodox Churches because it celebrates the 

official beginning of the Church. It is one of the twelve Great Feasts of the Eastern 
Church, second only in importance to Pascha (Easter). Pentecost always falls on a 

Sunday, fifty days after Easter Sunday (inclusive of Easter Sunday), and occurs 

during mid-to-late Spring in the Northern hemisphere, and mid-to-late autumn in 

the Southern hemisphere. The summer season of Ordinary Time begins on the 

Monday immediately following Pentecost Sunday. 


