
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Feierta 

PFINGSTMONTAG I PENTECOST MONDAY 

Whit Monday or Pentecost Monday (also known as 
Monday of the Holy Spirit) is the holiday celebrated the 
day after Pentecost, a moveable feast in the Christian 
calendar. It is moveable because it is determined by the 
date of Easter. 

Whit Monday gets its English name from "Whitsunday", 
an English name for Pentecost, one of the three baptismal 
seasons. The origin of the name "Whit Sunday" is 
generally attributed to the white garments formerly worn 
by those newly baptized on this feast. 

Observed by Many European countries and some 

former colonies 

'fype Christian, Public 

Date Easter + 50 days 

Frequency annual 

Related to Whitsunday 

Whit Monday Whit sun 

(Greek: Pentecost = "the fiftieth [day]") is celebrated on the fiftieth day after Easter. 
Whitsun, which is also known as the " birthday of the church", is marked by very special 
religious services and celebrations. It also denotes the end of the Easter period. At 
Whitsun the church remembers the day when following Christ's ascension into heaven, 
the Holy Ghost descended to Christ's disciples. From this day forward the disciples began 
to teach about Jesus. In many towns and villages throughout Bavaria Whit Monday is a 
day m arked by magnificent horse backed processions e.g. in Bad Kotzting, Sankt 
Englmar, Ochsenfurt and Erlangen. ---

Catholic 
Church 

Although Whit Monday is a civil holiday in many countries, it is not a 
Catholic religious holiday any more than the other weekdays that follow 
Pentecost Sunday. Until the 1969 revision of the General Roman Calendar, 
they were part of the octave of Pentecost, which was added in the 7th 

century.[6] The Monday after Pentecost is now the first day of the 
resumption of Ordinary Time. While the details differ from diocese to 
diocese, the most widespread practice in Germany (where the holiday 
remains an obligation) is to have a compulsory votive Mass of the Holy 
Spirit outranking even solemnities 

The Monday after Pentecost is a holiday in Austria, Observance 
Antigua and Barbuda, Anguilla, the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Dominica, France, 
Germany, Greece, Grenada, Hungary, Iceland, Ivory Coast, Luxembourg, Monaco, Montserrat, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Solomon Islands, Switzerland, Togo and Ukraine. In many of these countries, Whit Monday is known as 
"the second day of Pentecost" or "the second Whitsun". In France, it became a work day for many workers 
from 2005 to 2007. This was to raise extra funds following the government's lack of preparation for a 

summertime heat wave, which led to a shortage of proper health care for the elderly. [l] It continues to be a 

public holiday in France. [21 In Liechtenstein, Whit Monday is considered to be a "favorite holiday", much 
like Christmas in many other countries. In Germany, Whit Monday (German: Pfingstmontag) is a Holy Day 

of Obligation for Roman Catholics.[3] In South Tyrol, it replaces the holiday of the local patron saint 
celebrated elsewhere in Italy. 


