
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BAYERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

Holzschnitzerei in Oberammergau I woodcarving 

Oberammergau 
lfOberammergau would not have the reputation it has 
it could have been one of the most quiet places among 
numerous others in the Alps. But its tradition made it 
that well-known. 
This tradition does apply to handicraft, to history up to 
the legends and stories of the village. 

Obcrammergau has less than 5,000 inhabitants, but the Passion Plays have 
made this mountain village in the Werdenfel s land world.famous. The art of 
the wood carvers of crucifixes and · crbches has also contributed to Ober~ 

ammergau's fame. 

Oberammergau is not only famous in the whole world for its 
wood carving tradition and tromp d'oeil paintings but 
especially for its Passion Play. - - · 

Ob'erammergau is a small V illage ,deep in the heart 
of the Ba\'arian Alps, 60 miles south of Munich, with a 
populaHon of about 5,000. Many 0£ its citizens are wood· 
carvers. and good ones at that. Even when the Passion 
Play is not being performed, this town is much visited, 
where wood carvings are bought, and wcedcarvers are 
observed at their work eonstant1y. 

THE VILLAGE OF OBERAMMERGAU 
Oberammcrgau is a typical Bavarian vii• 
lage, but it also has som e very unusual at
tractions. Every ten years. the Passion Play 
is performed here. One of the mai n occupa
tions of the population is wood carving, 
especially of religious articles, as shown on 
some of t he slides. Many of the villagers 
arow beards since they take pa,t In the per• 
formance of the Passion Play. 

section of Oberamroorgau 
with Liifllmalerei. The 

images also dep,ct 
scenes from the Passjon 

Play so residents and 
visitors can be reminded 
of the experience during 

the decade-long hiatus 
between J)fesentations. 


