
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BA VERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

das Dorf Oberammergau / village of Oberammergau 

Oberammergau 

lfOberammergau would not have the reputation il has 
it could have been one of the most quiet places among 
numerous others in the Alps. But its tradition made it 
that well-known. 
This tradition does apply to handicraft, to history up to 
the legends and stories of the village. 

The region around Oberarnmergau is solemn in its variety 
of treasures iii culture and nature. The chapter vicinity 
gives you a view about the richness of that landscape and 
the diversity oftbe villages and museums of this area. 

The village ofOberammergau and the surrounding 
countryside are offering a variety of events and s/tes. The 
chapter activities offers to you a wide range of bikmg and 
biking tours up to winter sports activities, tours to the 
vicinity of Oberammergau and numerous proposals to 
have a pleasant stay. 

History tells us that in 1633 when the Black Plague 
ran through the town ol Oberammergau, taking the Jives 
of 100 of its citizens, the parish fathers took an oatlt vow
ing to present the Passion of Christ every ten years if the 
plague vanished. And the story goes that from this mom
ent the plague abated, and there were no more deaths 
there. Since 1634 the villagers have kept their vow, per. 
forming the Passion Play every ten years. right up to the 
present day. Last year marked the 36th presentation. It 
was originally performed by a handful of actors just out- , 
side the church, then given alter 1830 in the Passion Alea
dow not far from the main street. It grew as years pa~sed 
so that in 1900 the theater was built on this site, and in 
1930 was enlarged t.o seat 5200 people, with standing room 
for an additional 400. Although now the audience sits under 
cover, the sta.ge remains open to the sky and the Alps 
still add beauty and grandeur to the action of Ibo play. 
From a mere handful of act.ors, the cast has now grown 
to 1,700, including understudies for the principal roles and 
some of the other parts. 

. - . The town of Oberammergau, south ofMunich, is 
world famous as the home of a Passion play, performed 
every ten years. If you are going to be in the Munich area 
during May-September in the first year of a decade, 
arrange to see the play .... 
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Oherammerg ~u•s famed Passion Play is expect<:d to draw 390,000 visitors 
between May and Septe~b~r to the town that's home to 5,000 Germans. 


