
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BAYERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

das Dorf Oberammergau / village of Oberammergau 

The Passion Play Theatre 

Oberammergau's original parish church proved to be far too small for performances of 
the Passion Play, so it was decided to hold the Play in the graveyard of the church, 
before the graves of the villagers who had died in the plague. 

The fame of the Play must have spread quickly to the surrounding towns and villages 
for as early as 1674 records show that seats were to be provided for the audience. 

Over the following years, sets and stage mechanics were added to the simple wooden 
stage structure. By the middle of the 18th century, it was obvious that the graveyard 
was also too small and a new venue was found on a field close by; however, the stage 
had to be specially built every year of the Play. 

The first permanent stage seems to have been built in 1815 to a design by the then
local parish priest. In 1830 he was asked to help build a new, larger stage on the site of 
the present theatre. When it rained the audience got wet: umbrellas would have 
obscured the view of people sitting behind them. 

• However, in 1890 a new; purpose-built theatre was built and, apart from some of the 
scenes on the side of the stage, it would have looked much as it does today. It was 
ready in time for the 1900 performance, with the six-arched hall capable of holding over 
4000 spectators. 

The theatre was enlarged in time for the 1930 and 1934 seasons and whilst it was 
considered ugly and uncomfortable it was praised for its superb acoustics and sight of 
the stage. 

Following the 1990 production both the interior and fa9ade of the theatre were 
renovated and the stage mechanics modernized. 

It has now been transformed - new more comfortable seating has been installed along 
with under-floor heating; cloakrooms have been extended; the foyer made accessible 
for wheelchair users: exhibition areas added; safety and toilet facilities improved. In 
201 O a retractable glass roof was installed over the stage, which before then had been 
open to precipitation. 

Today the theatre can seat an audience of over 4700. 


