
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIQSCHE FESTE IM BA VERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

Oberammergau Passion Play 

Performance 
The production involves over 2,000 performers, musicians and stage technicians, all 
residents of the village.WJ The play comprises spoken dramatic text, musical and choral 
accompaniment and tableaux vivants, which are scenes from the Old 
Testament depicted for the audience by motionless actors accompanied by verbal 
description. These scenes are the basis for the typology, the interrelationship between 
the Old and New Testaments, of the play. They include a scene of King 
Ahasuerus rejecting Vashti in favor of Esther, the brothers selling Joseph into slavery 
in ~ . and Moses raising up the nehushtan (bronze serpent) in the wilderness. Each 
scene precedes that section of the play that is to be prefigured by the scene. The 
three tableaux mentioned are presented to the audience as prefiguring 
Christianity superseding Judaism, Judas selling information on the location of Jesus, 
and the crucifixion of Jesus. 

Length 

The running time has varied due to the many revisions that have taken place through 
the years. In 201 O ii had a running time of 5 hours, beginning at 2:30 pm and ending at 
10:00 pm, with a meal break. It was staged a total of 102 days and ran from May 15 
until October 3 that year. According to a record from 1930, the play then had running 
time of approximately seven hours. It started at 8:00 am and ended at 5:00 pm with a 
meal break. Audiences come from all over the world, often on package tours, the first 
instituted in 1870. Admission fees were first charged in 1790. Since 1930, the number of 
visitors has ranged from 420,000 to 530,000. Most tickets are sold as part of a package 

with one- or two-nights' accommodation. 

1860 production 


