
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BAYERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays)/ Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

das Dorf Oberammergau / village of Oberammergau 

History of Oberarnmergau 
• Beginning of settlement in the Ammer valley probably during the era oftbe Celts. 

• The existence of Roman road between Augsburg (capital of the province) and Rome 

which ran through the Ammer Valley is possible. 

• first mention of the name "Ammergau" at the end of the nineth century. 

• First sign of carving handicraft in the Ammer Valley at the beginning of the twelfth 

century. 

• Foundation of theCloister Etral by Ludwig the Bavarian in 1330. 

• The Rottstrasse from Italy to Augsburg into the 
Ammer valley was built around the same time and was 
connected to the settlement right of the 
Oberammergau inhabitants that led to a blossoming of 
the village far into the seventeenth century. 

• Although the village was shielded, the plag.ue 
reached Oberarnrnergau in 1632. After many 
inhabi tants had fallen victim 10 the epidemic, the 
villagers vowed a regular performance of the Passion 
Play in October 1633. Following the vow, no further 
villager fell victim to the disease. 

• In spring of 1634, the vow was kept for the first time 

with a performance of the Passion Play. 

• The eighteenth century marks the peak of the so-ca!Jed Ltiftlmalerei (wall-paiuti.o.g). In 
1748, Franz Seraph Zwink was born in Oberammergau where he later created some of his 
most important works of art. The numerous facades designed by him in the village and its 
surroundings portray the mastery of an outstanding representative of this stylistic trend. 

• In the year 1871, a special performance of the Passion Play was produced in honour of 

' King Ludwigs IJ. The king was so filled with enthusiam, that he made the village a present 
of a monumental marble cruxifixion group. 

• In l 879, the construction of the Palace Linderhof was completed in the king's day, the only 
king· s palace to have been completed in his lifetime . . 


