
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL BAYERN 

RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BA VERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633, last held in 2020) 

Background 
WHEN THE YEAR ENDS IN O ... 

There's a big difference in German 
tourism every IO years during the years that end 

with "O," such as next year, 20 I 0. 
That's because one of the world's 

biggest spectacles, the Passion Play depicting 
the life and death of Jesus Christ is held in the 

Bavarian village of Oberammergau during those 
years. The origin of these performances was a 
pledge made by the villagers in 1634 while beset 

by the Thirty Years War and a bout of bubonic 
plague: They promised that if their village was 

spared, they would put on this event in gratitude 

for being spared. 
The village was saved from extinction 

and the villagers have been good to their words 
ever since. The Passion Play will run from May 

15 to Oct. 3. The five-hour production runs 2:30 
to I 0:30 p.m. with a three-hour dinner break. 

There are several ways lo attend. Play

only tickets are available, but because of the 

By now, the Passion Play has become world famous. Nearly a half 
million people of many religious faiths and nationalities attend the Play. 
The performance lasts almost all day, from 8:45 AM to 12 noon, and 
from 2:00 to 4:30 PM. More than 1,000 villagers perform in the Play. 
The men grow long hair and beards to conform to the traditional images 
of Jesus and the Apostles. 

During the mid-day break, there will be time to explore this charming 
village. Many of its inhabitants are wood carvers and its shops are full 
of wood figures. mostly of religious themes. 

relative scarcity of hotel rooms in the small 
town, Passion Play packages (including 
overnight accommodations, transfers to the 

theater, some mea.ls, and admission the 
Oberammergau museum in addition to tickets) 

are pop~lar and are available for the 
performances on Friday, Sunday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday during the play season. Vendors also 

will put together tours to Germany that include 

Oberammergau and the Passion Play. 
Another option for the more 

adventurous is lo by a Passion Play package for 

a night or two in Oberammergau and combine it 
with time in ancestral villages. Even though 
Oberammergau is in a different part of Germany 

than most Is"' century immigrant villages, 
Germany is such a relatively small country that 

they are only a few hours away by car or rail. 

Today, the peopl e of Oberammergau perform 

the Passion Play every ten years. The play is a 

huge production. I t involves the entire village, 

w ith hu_ndreds of people on stage at once. The 

play is performed more than 100 times through 

the summer and fall. Each performance lasts all 

day, w ith a two-hour intermission. Tickets are 

sold ou t years in advance' 

The Oberammergau Passion Play (German: Oberammergauer Passionsspiele) is 
a passion play that has been performed every year from 1634 to 1680 and every 10 
years since 1680 (with a few exceptions) by the inhabitants of the village 
of Oberammergau, Bavaria, Germany. It was written by Othmar Weis, J A 
Daisenberger, Otto Huber, Christian Stucki, Rochus Dedier, Eugen Paps!, Marcus 
Zwink, Ingrid H Shafer, and the inhabitants of Oberammergau, with music by 
Dedier. Since its first production it has been performed on open-air stages in the village. 
The text of the play is a composite of four distinct manuscripts dating from the 15th and 
16th centuries. 


