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RELIGIOSCHE FESTE IM BA VERN 

Passionsspiele (Passion Plays) / Oberammergau 
(held every 10 years since 1633 (2010) 

der 16. Mai 2020 bis zum 4. Oktober 2020 

2020 Passionsspiele in Oberammergau 
(Passion Plays in the town of Oberammergau) 

l s the Oberammergau Passion Play a work of art, or is it 
still an expression of sincere religious belief? 

·1 think the actors experience the play in all kinds of dif
ferent ways. Some people act in the Passion just because 
they like to do theater. Some like to sing, others like to play 
instruments. But of course the children here in Oberam• 
mergau learn much more about religion and the life of Jesus 
tha1, other children do. We simply think more about these 
subjects because we have to act them out.· 

·1f you have ever acted in the play, you become conscious 
of its messages again and again. If you grow up here and 
grow up with the play, it is always part of you. So it re~lly 
stays alive. It is not only a show, but strengthens our behef. 
We have a d ifferent relationship to our religion than people 
have who don't do a Passion Play."" 

What is the main lesson or message of the play for you? 
·The main message for us is that we simply think a I~ 

about the life, suffering, death, and Resurrection of Christ 
and all that it means."' 

"'Since we see the play so often, we get to know it reaUy 
well. We are always discovering something new in it." 

Jt sounds like people have different reactions to t he fact 
that two Muslims will take on important roles t his yea,r. 

"How can you act out a religion that you don't even have? 
This wiU be explosive for some people, especially older ones.* 

'Concepts:.in I he Passion Play are part of many religions. 

Muslims who arc part of the play get to know our Christian 
religion much'better. We talk about religion with them, and 
so we learn about their religion to-0. lt l'nriches us. Our vii• 
lage is very lively because of it. Of cours• there are always 

arguments among people, but r think that's something that 
lets us grow, that broadens our horizons. And the p lay is 
something that really touches every single one of us: 

The Pasf.lion Play season must be a stressful time for 
many families.. . __ 

' No, people gladly do it. And evel)'0ne 
ii, sad when it's all over again. I I hink 
everyone is looking forward to it now."' 

"'People do it out of idealism." 
Some people say that the director 

Christian StilckJ is too dictatorial ot 
that he spends too much money. But 
it sounds like everyone agrees that he 
does a great job. 

"In 2010 I saw people of all nation• 
alitics in the audience. They were all 
totally gripped by the play. I I hink you 
can watch the Passion Play if you are in
terested in religjous things or not. The 
music, the singing .. . lt touches every
one because it is so greaW 

"His incredible enthusiasm infects ev-
eryone who works wilh him, even the 
old people . He can show and explain 
to evel)'one exactly what he expects of 
them. He tries to make everyone really 
think and feel their way into their roles." 

"Christian Stucki is super. He can mo· 
tivateand enthuse people. He bringsev
e ,yone together. He's unbelievably good 
with children and friendly to eve1yone: 


