
PASSION PLAY TO BE SUBJECT OF EXHIBITION 

U 
he "Thirty Years War • was in its 
14th year. All about Germany 
there was widespread hunger 
sickness, torture and death from 
the war. To add to the terrible 

=====i suffering, there was an outbreak 
of the dreaded "Black Plague~ Miraculously, the 
tiny village of Oberammergau was spared from 
the ravages of the plague; and in thanks, the 
1nhab1tants vowed to perform a representation of 
the Passion of Christ "until the end of all days:· 

Two years later in 1634, the people of 
Oberammergau staged their first "Passion Play'. 
and since then, the residents of that quaint 
Bavarian Village have fulfilled their ancestors' 
vow every 10 years . 

Over the centuries, the "Passion Play· 
has_ become a spectacular theatrical event ... 
yet 11 remains a profoundly moving religious 
experience. The play is performed from May to 
September, and each performance is seven 
hours in duration. All of the performers, like the 
cast of the very first Passion Play, are residents of 
Oberammerg_au, and receive no pay for their 
efforts. L1kew1se, the stage design, scenery and 
costumes are all the product of local artisans. 

In celebration of the 350th anniversary of the 
first performance, the Oberammergau Passion 
Play will be presented in 1984. 

Oberammergau is collecting mater ial for a historical exposition on t he 350-year development of 
its f amed Passion Play. I t will be presented in the local museum dur ing the 1984 season, when 
the 100 performances of the Passi on Play are expected to draw 500,000 visi tors f rom around the 
world. The exhibit ion will show how the Play ori ginated in the turmoil of the Thirty Years War 
when black pl ague decimated large parts of the country. The museum will alao dedicate space 
to t he development of the Passion Play , its scri pts and stagi ngs. 

NEARLY HALF MILLION SEE ANNIVERSARY PERFORMANCE OF PASSION PLAY 10/s/iY 
. 1 

On Monday (Oc t ober 1), flowing beards and long locks were falling onto the barber ' s 
floor as ac t ors assumed t heir normal appearance fol lowing the final pe rf ormance i n t hi s 
year ' s special anniversary season of t he Oberammergau Passion Play. The player s will 
have until t he summer of 1990, the next scheduled season , t o grow back the biblical 
look. Over t he summer a total of 470 , 000 visitors from ' around the world came to the 
small Bavar ian town for the pageant. This season a third of the total audience· was from 
the· United St at es, a fourth was from the Federal Republic, 15 perc~nt came from t he 
United Kingdom and another 15 percent came from t he r est of Europe. 


