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religiose Brauche (religious customs) 

Is it really illegal to dance at Easter in Germany? 
The majority of states in Germany have a ban on dancing in public on Good Friday, and even Berlin will 
be a dance-free zone for most of the day out of respect for the religious holiday. 

A club in Stuttgart, Baden-Wurttemburg. 

On Good Friday, the beginning of the four-day Easter weekend, it will be illegal to dance in public in 13 out of 
the 16 states in Germany, with the remaining three enforcing a partial ban during the day. 

Some states take the religious festival more seriously than others, with the strictest states being Baden

Wurttemberg and Bavaria in the south. 

In Baden-Wiirttemberg there is a three-day long ban from Maundy Thursday until Easter Saturday. 

In Bavaria over a four day period from Ash Wednesday to Easter Saturday dancing is only permitted in a two 
hour window. Any kind of music is strictly forbidden in public places. 

Even in Berlin, Germany's party capital, dancing is illegal from 4am to 9pm on Good Friday. These might not 
seem like typical party hours, but clubbing in Berlin can often work on a different timetable. 

But it would seem that party-goers in Berlin have nothing to worry about. 

Joachim Wenz, head of the public order office for Friedrichshain-Kreuzberg, a popular district for Berlin 
nightlife, told radio station rbb: "Over the last six years since I've been here we haven't been active in enforcing 
the law." 

Religious reasoning 

The thinking behind the 60-year-old law is a sign of respect for Christians, for whom Good Friday and Easter 
Saturday are days of mourning for Jesus' death, and are considered "holidays of silence". 

"On Good Friday and Easter Sunday it's about taking a pause to show consideration for those grieving," Heike 
Krohn, spokeswoman for the Berl in-Brandenburg Evangelical Church, told rbb. 


