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OKTOBERFEST 

OPINION: Why Oktoberfest is one of Germany's worst beer festivals 
The world-renowned Oktoberfest is returning to Germany after a two-year 
pandemic break. But one Bavarian local says pricey beers and rowdy mobs make 
it a special kind of hell - and there are much better festivals out there. 

A couple of weeks ago, we learned that Oktoberfest would finally return to Munich after two 
years of pandemic-related cancellations . Cue wild celebrations in the capital of Bavaria, with 
many clinking of comically large beer glasses and rhythmic swaying to AC/DC. Well, sort of. 
Let's be honest, Germans rarely go wild, unless there's a World Cup on or someone receives a 
particularly large tax rebate. Of course, Oktoberfest is one of those sanctioned moments of 
German delirium, and by all accounts, organizers expect 2022 to be a very big year for lovers of 
Lederhosen, Wurst and, most in1portantly, beer. 

Of the handful of things people know about Germany, Oktoberfest is usually chief among them. 
Such is the pull of Germany's largest and oldest beer festival. Although many people know ofit, 
few know its background. Originally conceived as a one-off celebration for the wedding of 
Ludwig I of Bavaria to Therese ofSaxe-Hildburghausen in 1810, it continued to be celebrated to 
this day - which essentially makes it the longest running wedding reception in history. Though 
the,Bavarian monarchy is now defunct, they have left in their stead something people from 
around the world can enjoy, if they can book a table. 

Ultinlately, this is one oftbe major downsides ofOktoberl'est. It's very busy, and with it being 
cancelled for two years, it's likely to be all the busier as revelers flock to enjoy its return. Despite 
the vast majority being happy to dust off their Trachten (traditional costumes) come September, I 
know plenty who will be gritting their teeth for the onslaught of dnmken visitors to Munich. 

- . . ~ 


