
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Oktoberfest 

OKTOBERFEST FROM A TO Z 
Sitten und Gebrauche / Customs and Traditions 

Oktoberfest Events: What's happening during Oktoberfest? 

Eroffnung des Wies'n im Festzelt Schottenhamel / tapping of first keg 

The 1uyor announces · o·zapft is•. when the barrel is lapped 

The world famous beginning hour of the Oktoberfest was ,initiated in 
the "Schottenhamel" tent by the legendary post-war mayor Thomas 
Wimmer. 

With its "most important" official function as Munich's Mayor, the 
well known and popular Wimmer Dammerl made the 
"Schottenhamel" tent in 1950 to the greatest attraction of the 
Oktoberfest opening ceremony which was kept until today. 

During the Oktoberfest, politicians, famous people and Munich's 
scene, all gather in the "Schottenhamel" tent. The tent is a gathering 
spot for all the important and famous people. The traditional 
students' associations also have their special area in the tent were 
they meet every day. The "Schottenhamel" is deemed to be 
youthfully. And after the Oktoberfest they all spread out in munichs 
ojght life. 

Our October festival tent has the capacity for 10000 people. The 
served beer is called "Spatenbrau" beer. Annually at noon of the first 
day of the Oktoberfest, the mayor of Munich traditionally taps the 
first Oktoberfest-barrel. 

According to his skills, he mostly only needs three hits, before he 
can call out the famous word "Ozapft is" . From this moment on, all 
the beer draughts In each Oktoberfest tent may begin. The people 
who are allowed to be on the gallery In the Schottenharnel tent on 
this special day to cheers with Munich's mayor can be counted to 
Munich's most important people. The first MaB (measurement for 1 
Litre) will be given to the Bavarian Prime Minister. Many other 
members of the government will enjoy the atmosphere on that day 
in the tent, that is constructed in the style of a large farmers house. 
They will definitely try some of the specialities, for example grilled 
giant-turkey thighs out of the oven. 

The biggest- and longest-Oktoberfest ever, officially 
begins at noon on September 18 with the ceremonial tap
ping of the first beer barrel in the Schottenhammd tent. 
Munich Lord Mayor Christian Ude will officiate the event, 
finally shouting out, "O'zapft is!" (it is tapped! ) 

"We Muenchners are very aware of our t raditions," says 
Mayor Ude, "which is why, although this year's Oktober
fest is a special one, I'll be cracking open the first barrel of 
beer in just the same manner as always:' Fol~owing this 
ceremony, which began in 1950, nvelve volleys from guns 
are fired, signaling that all beer tents on the Theresienwi
ese, where t he Oktoberfest takes place, may begin serving. 

Die Presse ist versammel t, der OB ist 
zum Ozapfn bereit. 

Lord i\layor iaps the first cask, \\'arched over 
bv Sch w;1nchaler 's "Bavarian maiden" statue, 
,11\d th(· ,1plomb with which he carries out 
rhis ritu,tl can affect his future civic 
credibilit\'. 

It became customary for the mayor 
of the city to tap the first keg, since it 
is intended to be a community 
festival. 

Over the years the Ok.toberfest 
remained a fun event not just for roy
alty, but for the whole community 
where everybody enjoys th~ good 
food, plenty of beer to quench the 
thirst, and dancing in the colorful 
national dress. 1n keeping with this 
idea, the Pittsburgh Oktoberfest will 
be a people-to-people festival of good 
fellowship and carefree fun. 

In its magnitude of people par
ticipation the Oktoberfest is the 
World's largest,festi val. 

The saddest part of the event is 
always the closing of the beer tent at 
12:00 midni_fil: 


