
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Oktoberfest 

OKTOBERFEST FROM A TO Z 
Sitten und Gebrauche / Customs and Traditions 

Einzug der Wiesn Wirte und Brauereien I Parade of Tent Owners and 
Breweries ( official start of Oktoberfest on Saturday) 

The opening parade 
Despite its name, Oktoberfest begins in late 
September. It lasts for two weeks, ending on the 
first Sunday 9£ October. Oktoberfest begins on a 
Saturday morning with a parade. Beautifully 
groomed horses pull wagons piled with barre~? 
of beer. Brass bands play and waitresses march 
onto the Oktoberfest grounds. The waitresses 
have an exhausting job serving thousands of 
beer drinkers in large, crowded beer halls. They 
carry as many as five Mass, or beer mugs, in 
each hand - altogether, about 55 pounds (25 
kilograms) of beer and glass. So far, the record 
for holding mugs of beer in both hands is 21. 

Eve!) Oktoberfest begins with a parade led by lhe Munich mayor 

and the "Mi.inchner Kindl"' (Munich child, the city's mascot, 

usually portrayed by a girl). Then comes the ceremonial tapping of 

the fi rst beer keg at 12 noon. That honor goes to the mayor, who · 

shouts out the traditional cry of"O'zapft is!~ (''Il is tapped!") Only 

then can the beer start flowing and the festivities begin. 

Beer and hearty Bavar
ian fare reign supreme at 
the Oktoberfest. Barrels of 
the hearty brew are 
brought in on magnificently decorated brewers' wagons, 
each drawn by a team of horses groomed and adorned 
with ribbons and flowers. The wagons stop at their as
signed tents, and at the strike of noon the Lord Mayor 
Oberburgermeister break~ open the first keg. 

One of the impressive bttr wagons 

Float at the annual Oktobeifest 
Opening Parade in central Munich 

Beerwagon from the Lowen t 1iu Brewery in the parade to the begin of the Munich 

Octoberfest on the Theresienwiese. 


