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OKTOBERFEST FROM A TO Z 
Sitten und Gebrauche / Customs and Traditions 

Oktoberfest Events: What's happening during Oktoberfest? 

Eroffnung des Wies'n im Festzelt Schottenhamel / tapping of first keg 

The tapping tradition dates back to 1950 when, on September 16th, former Munich mayor 
Thomas Wimmer opened the Munich Electric Fair before rushing over to the Schottenhamel 
festival tent on the Theresienwiese. He was greeted by reporters and photographers and, with the 
mallet and tap at the ready, he performed the first official tapping of the barrel at the Oktoberfest. 

In the l 980s it became the tradition to offer the Bavarian state premier the first beer from the keg.

This year tens of thousands of people braved the rain for the first weekend oftbe festival. It runs 
until October 3rd. 

What else might yousay at Oktoberfest? 
------------

1 f you want to impress the locals, you're not going to talk about how much you love Oktoberfest, 
you'll call it Wiesn. 

A sentence like l moag die Wiesn ("I like Oktoberfest!Wiesn") will quickly capture those proud 
Bavarian hearts. 

Meanwhile, asking for ein Maj/. bille will get you a litre of beer. 

And before you drink your beer you want to invite your friends to raise their glasses by 
saying: Trinkspruch. 

And then: Oans. zwoa. g 'szdfa - which means "one, two. drink!". 

The Tapping 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 

12.00 noon 'It's t~ed!' 
or in Bavarian ·o·zapft is!'. 
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With this ceremony, the Oktoberfest is opened every year. In 2018, Mayor Dieter Reiter tapped , 
the first barrel of beer in the Schottenhamel tent with two strokes. Immediately after tapping, 

saluting shots fire t hrough t he air at the Bavaria statue • t he sign for all innkeepers that the 

Oktoberfest has begun. According to tradition, the first mass of beer goes to the Bavarian 

Prime Minister. 


