
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Oktoberfest 

OKTOBERFEST 

Everything you need to know about Germany's Oktoberfest 

The following year, the Bavarian Agricultural Association decided to continue holding the 
festival. It subsequently became an established part of the annual calendar. 

How many visitors go to Oktoberfest? 

In 1985, over seven million people attended the event, securing a record at the Theresienwiese. 
The average number of visitors is just over six million. At the last Wiesn in 2019, 6.3 million 
people crune, drank beer and ate hearty food . 

Where do guests come from? 

Although there are plenty of smaller regional folk festivals that take place, Oktoberfest is 
enjoyed by people from all over Germany - especially Bavaria. 

And due to its sheer size and popularity, tourists flock from all over the world to the Bavarian 
capital. 

According to travel agency Expedia, in 2019 the top cities of origin for foreign Oktoberfest 
visitors included London, Rome and Amsterdam. 

However, Expedia expects a significant shift in markets this year, according to a new analysis. 

A particularly large number of guests from the United States are expected at Wiesn 2022 -
mainly due to the strong US dollar, which makes travel worthwhile for US residents. 

"Even before the pandemic, many US Americans travelled to Munich on the occasion of 
Oktoberfest," explained Expedia spokeswoman Susanne Dopp. 

"This year, however, they are not only coming from cities on the east coast - also many west 
coasters are seizing the opportunity. 

"The strong dollar makes the trip to Europe affordable." 

According to a study, many visitors to Oktoberfest this year are expected from Los Angeles, 
Chicago, and Newark. 

How importan t is Oktoberfest to the local economy? 

Very. Visitors spend a lot. In 2019, they splashed out more than €1 .11 billion, boosting Munich 's 
economy significantly. 

There are around 13,000 jobs at Oktoberfest. You need to be strong - waiters and waitresses 
carry up to 18-litre glasses at a time - the equivalent of more than 40 kilograms. 


