
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATlONS 

nutcracker: der Nussknacker, die Nussknacker 

In legend, the Nutcracker possessed miraculous powers, 
bringing good fortune and protection from evil spirits. 
The more elaborate their decorations, the stronger their 
powers. 

The nutcracker story began with the creation of European 
nutcrackers in England, Switzerland, France and Germany, 
in the regions of Sonneberg and Exgebirge near the 
Bohemaian border, during the 16th and 17th centuries. 

The miners, who worked long hours in the mines of the 
Ore Mountains, endured hardship and poverty during the 
winter months. Carving dolls, resembling kings, military 
officers and other prominent members of the upper classes, 
became popular until the miners could return to work. The 
townspeople enjoyed the whimsical caricatures, because 
they perform the lowly task of cracking nuts. 

German homes didn't typically have more than one of 
the dolls, and so, during rough economic times in the early 
19th century, the region's toymakers started selling them to 
Russia,PolandandNorway. Eventually, these one-of-a-kind 
standing soldiers and kings became a symbol of the region 
and were sold all over Europe. Demand increased and by 
the 1870s, factories started the commercial production of 
nutcrackers. ---

According to German folklore, a nutcracker represents 
power and strength, guarding your family from evil spirits 
and danger. A fierce protector, the nutcracker bares its teeth 
to the evil spirits and serves as the traditional messenger of 
good luck and goodwill. 

Although nutcrackers have been around for ages, they 
were not always the collectible items as we know them 
today.In fact, nutcrackers only became a popular collectable 
in the United States about 60 years ago. 

Many of the US Gl's who were stationed in Germany 
during World War II, visited "Christkindlmarkets", where 
they discovered the intriguing nutcrackers. When the 
soldiers returned hom_! after the warL~ew companion 
accompanied them. The soldiers brought home this figure 
of power and protection to their families and loved ones. 
And so, the nutcrackers, with their rich heritage, arrived in 
the United States. 

Tchaikovsky's ballet, "The Nutcracker Suite", became 
very popular in the United States in the early 1950's, 
igniting the passion for nutcrackers. The magic and mystery 
of the ballet has intrigued and enchanted audiences year 
after year. The strong following of this classic production 
greatly increased the popularity of collecting nutcrackers 

in Ameri.:..:ca::.:.·----


