
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

nutcracker: der Nussknacker, die Nussknacker 
German romantic literary movement, he gained popularity for novels and collections of short stories. His works, which 
range from the fantastical to the grotesque, are said to have influenced a great number of important 19th-century 
writers and composers. 

In 1891-92, Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky composed the music for the ballet The Nutcracker, which was 
staged by Marius Petipa . It was based on a revision of E.T.A. Hoffmann's story, an adaption written by the French 
author Alexandre Dumas pere that was titled L'Histoire d'un casse Noisette (The Story of a Hazelnut-Cracker). In this 
version, a number of changes were made. The events that take place are no longer .a dream sequence, for example, 
and the heroine ends up marrying the Nutcracker prince. 

A selection of the balfet, peformed as the Nutcracker Suite, gained immediate popularity, but the ballet in its entirety 
did not become widely performed until the mid-1950s. The San Francisco Ballet debuted The Nutcracker in the US in 
1944. I t is choreographer George Ballanchine's 1954 production by the New York City Ballet, however, which is 
credited for making The Nutcracker a perennial Christmas favorite among generations of audiences in the US. 

Flanked by colorful, new king 
nutcrackers, the 150-year-old 

forester, made by Wilhelm Friedrich 
Fuchtner, is considered the oldest 
turned nutcracker. 

The Nutcracker 

MUSEUMS DEVOTED TO THE NUTCRACKER 

Nutcracker Muse um in Leavenworth, Washington 

Interpretations of Tchaikovsky's "The 
Nutcracker" are performed all over 
the world. 

This museum is dedicated to the history of the nutcracker. More than 5,000 nutcrackers originating from over 49 countries 
are on display. The collection ranges from the nutting stones of the Archaic period and a 2000-year-old Roman nutcracker 
to the carved figures of the 16th and 17th centuries as well as contemporary productions. 

Nussknacker Museum in Neuhausen, Germany 
Visitors are greeted at the museum entrance by the world 's largest nutcracker (5.87m) . The largest of its kind in Europe, 
this museum features approximately 3,000 different nutcrackers from 30 countries. The world's smallest nutcracker, 
measuring just 4 .9mm, is also on display. Visitors can watch employees demonstrating traditional handicrafts in the 
workshop, which is more than 90 years old, and on centuries-old woodworking lathes. 

HISTORY OF THE NUTCRACKER BALLET 

Dance Channel TV presents the origins of the famous ballet with clips from a variety of performances: 
The Nutcracker Ballet History io Video 


