
NUTCRACKERS! 
ing off their painting skills. 
Amid piles of wood shavings 
and the scent of fresh-carved 
wood. the visitors learned 
that a typical nutcracker is 
composed of 15 to 20 different 
parts and that 135 steps are 
involved in building it. 

The wood is hand-turned, 
polished, primed, glued, 
assembled, painted and deco
rated; finished figures are 
hand-packed. All the items 
carry fairly high price tags 
and a stamp of authenticity: 
"echt Erzgebirge" - "made 
in the Ore Mountaio~." 

Prized for theirnigh-qual
ity, the nutcrackers. come in 
various sizes, .t.Shapes and 
prices. from about. $70 for a 
12-inch soldier. king or Santa. 
for example, to as much as 
$30.000 for a Gerhard Felde
vert limited edition. The 
latter boasts a one-carat dia· 
mond. gold buckle, 24-karat 
gold leaf and real fur trim. 
Miniature snowmen and 
matchbox toys are much less. 

Clutching her purchases 
- three nutcrackers and 
three "smoking men"- Ms. 
Mesereau says her visit to 
Seiffen taught her the story 
behind the beloved Christ
mas figures popularized by 
Tchaikovsky's 1892 "Nut
cracker" ballet. 

"The double . entendre ... 
is absolutely hilarious," she 
says, citing the miners' sub
tle digs at authority figures. 
"And I like the fact that nut· 
crackers are not super-ele· 
gant. We're used to going to 
Christmas parties all done up 
in gold and coordinated deco
rations. This is a little more 
whimsical, and I'm attracted 
to that." - - -

Seiffen, Gennany 

Getting there: From Pittsburgh, United. US 
Airways and Lufthansa offer connecting service to 
Dresden. Seiffen is about 90 minutes by rental car 
or bus from Dresden. You can also take a train from 
Dresden· to the silver-mining town of Freiberg, then a 
short bus ride to Seiffen. 

Lodging: Decorated with local woodcrafts, the 
Hotel Erbgericht Buntes Haus is in the town center. 
Summer rates start at about $100 double occupan
cy, including breakfast; availability is t ight in months 
leading u)j to the holidays so it's best to plan far 
ahead. . 

Attractions: Seiffen's three-story Toy Museum 
(www.spielzeugmuseum-seiffen.dejspmeng.htm). AI· 
so, the famous Round Church, blazing with light from 
lanterns, candles and a Moravian star on its tower, is 
a popular draw at Advent for concerts presented by 
the choir and trombone choir. 

Events: Seiffen·s annual Christmas Market runs 
through Dec. 22 this year. Traditional Miners parades 
take place Dec. 14. and an annual torch-lit proces
sion along the old miners' paths •s Dec. 7. 

Information: www.germany-tourism.de. 

Giant spinning Christmas pyramids, such as this one on 
a street overlooking the village, are among the wooden 
handicrafts derived from mining traditions in the region. 
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