
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL FEIERTAG 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

nutcracker: der Nussknacker, die Nussknacker 

family and protect their home. Rep
resenting power and strength, the 
figure stands guard over the family 
aO"ainst evil spiritS and danger, show-o . . 
inO" itS teeth to all the bad thmgs 10 

t> 

the world. 
"A nutcracker is not a tool - a 

nutcracker is a sign," Herr Stein
bach explained. "It is a sign for hap
piness and success. A nutcracker 
protects you, your family, and your 
house, and keeps you in good 
health and good condition. We 
hope that the next president, who
ever he is, will have on the desk a 
nutcracker that makes the whol e 
country hape_y and successful. The 
nutcracker is showing the enemies 
the teeth." 

However, Herr Steinbach noted 
that copies do not serve the same 
purpose. "The copies you get some
times from the Far East - this is not 
the right thing. This is not a Christ
ian area, and the nutcracker goes 
together with the Christian religion. 
That is one of the main features of 
the Christmas season." 

T he practice of collecting nut
crackers in the United States appar
ently began in the 1950s. GI's who 
were stationed in Germany during 
World War ll often visited open-air 
fairs and Christkindlmarkte. The 
nutcrackers they found there 
appealed to them, and they brought 
them home to share. 

Today, Steinbach pieces are dis
tributed to authorized retailers all 
over the United States through Kurt 
S. Adler, a ew York-based company 
founded in 1946. Limited edition 
pieces are popular, especially with 
Steinbach Collector's Club mem
be~s. _ _ 

Nutcrackers originally depicted 
kings, military officers, and other 
such prominent members of the 
upper classes. Herr Steinbach 
expanded on the idea and began 
creating characters from German 
folklore and legends as well. 

Herr Steinbach noted that pro
ducing one nutcracker may involve 
up to one hundred and thirty sepa
rate procedures, sometimes starting 
with curing and drying the wood for 
three and one-half years . He 
explained that each nutcracker is 
made in the same way and in the 
same factory where t11e first Stein
bach was made more than one hun
dred years ago. Major processes 
include cutting, shaping, hand-turn
ing, automatic lathe, polishing and 
drilling, priming and spraying, carv
ing and painting. 

The main Steinbach factory is 
located in Hohenhameln, and was 
opened just after World War II . 
He rr Steinbach was also able to 
regain theoriginal fam ily factory in 
Erzegbirge after Germany's reunifi
cation, and production is currently 
carri ~d out at both factories. "'--'- - - - -

Today, Herr Ste inbach's daugh
ter, Karla Steinbach, serves as the 
company's vice president. She is set 
to become the sixth generation to 
head the company. The two current
ly work together to oversee product 
development and the manufactur
ing of limited edition nutcrackers. 

"I am the fifth generation and 
Karla is the sixth, and their children 
will be number seven," Herr Stein
bach said. "We are an old manufac
turing family, and until now we were 
always men ... now Karla is the first 
one who is a lady. Everything is in 
good hands, and then we're hoping 
that their two children - one is 
twenty one and the Olher is nine
teen - that they are able to run the 
factories, too." 

Although he has passed his eight
ieth birthday, Herr Steinbach shows 
no signs of slowing down anytime 
soo n. He enjoys traveling to~l es 

promotions, and is currently on a 
three-month tour of the Un ited 
States. Besides signing his pieces, he 
also tells stories and has been 
known to do light repair work on 
nutcrackers. He enjoys meeting his 
collectors in person. 

"Over the years, I've known many 
of my collectors, and that is always a 
big hello if we see each other 
again," he explained. "A lot of these 
people make a trip to Germany, and 
nobody forgets to look one day to 
the factories." 

He noted that Americans are 
"warm ly invited" to come and visit. 
"It is not so simple at this time for 
an Ametican to go in the world, but 
here in Germany, there is a place 
for you," he said. "You can stay safe, 
and you wil.l be happy all the time. 
Germany is for Americans a really 
good country - it is a holiday coun
try for you. The Germans give you a 
warm welcome." 


