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"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

WEIHNACHTSSCHMUCK I CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

nutcracker: der Nussknacker, die Nussknacker 

Steinbach Nutcrackers: 
Six Generations and Counting 

Pear Tree Santa 

Of the many treasures that come to 
us from Germany, perhaps one of 
the most widely recognized and col
lected is the Steinbach nutcracker. 
These distinct carvings come from a 
history filled with fo lklore, family 
tradition and fine craftsmanship. 

The Steinbach factory is current
ly under the direction of Christian 
Steinbach, who is known as the 
"King of Nutcrackers." He repre-

sents the fifth generation of the 
family legacy, and serves as presi
den t of the company. The family 

began producing fine wood prod
ucts in 1832, and still uses the age
old traditions to handcraft the items 
today. Besides nutcrackers, the fac
toq also produces smoking figures, 
Christmas ornaments and music 
boxes. Woods chosen from north
ern Europe include beech, maple, 
birch, linden and pine. 

The Steinbach family can be 
traced back to Erwin Steinbach, a 
famous architect and master builder 
originally from Austria. At that time, 
the fami ly inc luded architects, 
builders, merchants, judges, politi
cians and militaq men. Their work 
ethic is clearly evidenced in a quote 
that has been repeated through the 
generations: "If one does not work 
hard to earn the heritage, o ne will 
perish in the end or at best hold the 
stirrup for those who are on their 
way up." 

A series of wars forced ~e family 
to relocate several times, and they 
ended up in the Erzgebirge region 
(in former East Germany). Mining 
was the primaq occupation in the 
area because silver, gold, iron, tin 
and nickel were plentiful, as welJ as 
the timber that was needed to sup
port the mine ceilings. However, as 
the metal supply began to diminish, 
many families turned to the trade of 
wood-working, and it became so 
prosperous in the fifteenth and six
teenth centuries that a decree was 
made that permitted wood carving 
to be performed only by native 
craftsmen and their fami lies. The 
Steinbach legacy began when the 

Bavarian Santa 

family purchased a timber yard and 
sawmill, which led them into mak
ing fine wood products. 

The first Steinbach wooden nut
crackers were inspired by the stoq 
The Nutcracker and the King of Mice, 
written by E.T. Amadeus Hoffman 
around the early 1800s. This same 
story also inspired Peter 
Tchaikovsky to com pose the still
popular Nutcracker Ballet. 

According to German fo lklore, 
nutcrackers were keepsakes that 
were given to bring good luck to a 


