
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

NIKOLAUSTAG-SANTA CLAUS DAY 
der 6. Dezern ber 

Wer war Nikolaus? (Who was Nicholas?) 

Did you know? 

St. N ikolaus was a bishop in the Catholic Church . He was 
famous for his kindness to children. One night he left three 
pieces of gold on the windowsill for three poor girls. The 
gold rolled off the windowsill and landed in stockings that 
had been hung by the fire to dry. This is where our tradition 
of hanging stockings by the chimney comes from. 

The 'person of faith ' behind Santa 

Clement Clarke Moore, a 
theology and classics profes
sor m New York turned the 

European saint into a jolly fat 
elf in 1822, when he wrote the 
poem A Visit from St. Nicho
las, also known as Twas the 
Night Before Christmas. 

Moore gave Santa eight rein.
deer, made him go up and 
down the chimney and leave 
toys in stockings. Most im
portantly, Moore's Saint Nick 
was a jolly gift-giver, while 
until then, Saint Nicholas had 
often been a dour, sometimes 
threatening judge of children's 
behavior. 

Carol Myers from the St. Nicholas Center, a US-based website that focuses on providing in-depth information on the popular saint's life 

and times, says that she has always been a St. Nicholas enthusiast. Her organization hosts a traveling exhibit based on the saint's 

biography, while also telling the lore that follows him throughout the world. 

"When my children were small I wanted them to know there was a person of faith behind Santa Claus. So, St. Nicholas Day was the perfect 

time to talk about St. Nicholas. Since we live in a Dutch-heritage town in Michigan it was easy to add Dutch touches to our observance. The 

children would put out their wooden shoes out and receive small toys and Dutch chocolate gold coins and we'd talk a bit about St. 

Nicholas," Myers tells DW. 
Myers's passion for Nicholas isn't an isolated phenomenon. People from all over the world celebrate the man whose image has inspired the 

icon of a benevolent man bearing gifts during - at least for the Northern hemisphere - some of the coldest and darkest times of the year. 

Carol Myers says that, beyond bringing warmth to children's hearts, St. Nicholas 

bridges the divide between religious and secular, "as he's beloved by children 

everywhere, whether called St. Nicholas or Santa Claus." 

"Many people, whether religious or not, are looking for more meaning in their 

holiday traditions and want to learn more about St. Nicholas, who helps focus more 

on giving than getting, more on compassion than consumption," she points out. 


