
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

VORWEIHNACHTENSSITTEN (PRE-CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS) 

bringer of gifts: der Gabenbringer, die Gabenbringer 
Nicholas: Nikolaus 

patron saint: der Schutzheiliger 

bri'nger of gifts: der Gabenbringer, die Gabenbringer 

NIKOLAUS: THE SAINT WHO GAVE GIFTS BEFORE SANTA 

Through celebrating Nikolaustag in early December, many Christian families hope to keep the focus of 
Christmas itself on Jesus's birth - rather than a commercialised and Americanised Santa. 

Now the patron saint of little children, sailors and merchants, Nikolaus was known for giving gifts 

secretly. 

In one famous story, he left bags of gold in the home of three young women whose father couldn't afford 

their dowries. 

The saint who transcends boundaries 
"His appeal also spans the Christian spectrum. He is one of the most significant 

saints in the Orthodox and Eastern Rite traditions, beloved by Roman Catholics and 

Anglicans, and many Protestants, as well." 

Nicholas remains as one of the few saints whose universal popularity survived the 

advent of the Protestant age. Legend has it that Martin Luther himself tried to combat the saint's status by associating the practice of 

stocking-stuffing with Christmas rather than St. Nicholas Day, thus founding the tradition of gift-giving on December 24 or 25. 

A saint for non-believers 

But Luther's attempts fell short of achieving their full intentions, with more churches named after St. Nicholas than any other saint - bar 

Mary. This has contributed to further crafting the fable of a man who rises above religious infighting and division. Professor Adam English, 

chair of the Department of Religion and Philosophy at Campbell University in North Carolina, believes that St. Nicholas transcends 

religious appeal altogether. 

"Unlike so many Christian saints who are revered and remembered by the pious few, Nicholas is celebrated by religious and non-religious 

alike. His reach goes beyond the walls of the church and beyond the pages of church history to the hearts of children and the imaginations 

of parents who name their daughters Collette and their sons Nick," English tells DW. 

English wrote a book telling the historical story of St. Nicholas, entitled "The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus," published by Baylor 

University Press. In it, he explores what he calls "the true and compelling tale of Saint Nicholas." 

"Unique local customs cheer the arrival of Nicholas from Argentina to Iceland, from Canada to Palestine. He is the patron saint of entire 

countries, such as Russia and Greece, not to mention cities, professions, and any other number of things. And of course, he is the patron 

saint of children." 


