
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL WEIHNACHTEN 

"Bei uns ist immer was los!" 

VORWEIHNACHTENSSITTEN (PRE-CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS) 

p 

bringer of gifts: der Gabenbringer, die Gabenbringer 
Nicholas: Nikolaus 

patron saint: der Schutzheiliger 

Nicholas, patron· 
saint of students , 

Nicholas also became the patron saint of an even larger group 
of people - of students at local schools and universities through
out Europe. The saint is said to have brought back to life three I 
children who had been murdered and stored as pickled meat in 
vats in the house of a bloodthirsty butcher. That is why a tub in 
which three children are sitting is frequently depicted at the holy 
Bishop's feet. Even before veneration of St. Nicholas was institut
ed, these children received presents on the 6th of December. 
Throughout the year they had carried out their duties as choir
boys and ministrants at church festivals, and now received a 
small reward - such as money, apples, nuts, and honeyed con
fectionary - from the hands of the faithful. And who was better 
suited to bear these gifts than the saint who had become the 
ch ildren's patron? It was not long before this custom applied to 
all children and then adults too, and people started to give one 
another presents on this day. 

Veneration of / 
St. Nicholas 

Such reverence has long existed. In the year 1087, some devout 
Italian seamen made off to Bari in Southern Italy with the bones 
of the saint from Myra in Asia Minor, where he had served as ·a 1 

Bishop and died. Within 80 years a place of commemoration 
had been established at Metz in Lorraine. From there veneration I 
of the saint spread down the Rhine into Germany, to the Low 
Countries, and to England. Of no other saint are so many 
miracles reported. He is said to have performed some of these 
miracles at sea or in harbour, and thus became patron saint of / 
sailors. Wherever these mariners came, they had a church or 
chapel built in honour of their saint. In all the towns along the 
Rhine, there are statues of St. Nicholas and churches are often 
dedicated to him. Hie Hanseatic League took reverence for St. 
Nicholas to the Scandinavian countries. Konigsberg, Elbing, and 
Danzig had churches dedicated to the saint as a matter 6f course. 
St. Nicholas's church close to Hamburg harbour stil l welcomes 
mariners from all over the world. 


